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“Ot the State od the Union 





S MEN do not live by bread alone, they do not fight by 
armaments alone. Those who man our defenses, and those behind them who 
build our defenses, must have the stamina and the courage which come from 
unshakeable belief in the manner of life which they are defending. The mighty 
action that we are calling for cannot be based on a disregard of all things worth 
fighting for. 

The nation takes great satisfaction and much strength from the things which 
have been done to make its people conscious of their individual stake in the 
preservation of democratic life in America. Those things have toughened the 
fiber of our people, have renewed their faith and strengthened their devotion 
to the institutions we make ready to protect. 

Certainly this is no time for any of us to stop thinking about the social and 
economic problems which are the root cause of the social revolution which is 
today a supreme factor in the world. 

There is nothing mysterious about the foundations of a healthy and strong 
democracy. The basic things expected by our people of their political and eco- 
nomic systems are simple. They are: 

Equality of opportunity for youth and for others. 

Jobs for those who can work. 

Security for those who need it. 

The ending of special privilege for the few. 

The preservation of civil liberties for all. 

The enjoyment of the fruits of scientific progress in a wider and constantly 
rising standard of living. 

These are the simple and basic things that must never be lost sight of in the 
turmoil and unbelievable complexity of our modern world. The inner and abid- 


ing strength of our economic and political systems is dependent upon the degree 
to which they fulfill these expectations. 


FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT 
From his Message to the 77th Congress 
January 7, 1941 

















National Defense Activities and 


the A.L.A. 


An informal report by the President and the Executive Secretary 


E ARE PLEASED to report that the 
Executive Board and other officers 
of the American Library Association have 
not failed, during the past few months, 
to take cognizance of what is happening 
in the world and in our own country. 
The official declaration that a state of 
limited national emergency exists, the ap- 
propriation or authorization of 16 billion 
dollars for defense, the inauguration of 
Selective Service—these occurrences at 
home and the staggering happenings 
abroad have made indifference or com- 
placency impossible. In the light of these 
events, the American Library Association 
has endeavored to make itself useful to 
libraries of all kinds, to the Government, 
to other national organizations, and, in 
a small way, to our colleagues abroad. 
It should be noted that much of the 
work in which the Association is now 
engaged because of the national emergency 
is work which should have been under- 
taken under any circumstances long before 
this, and although the immediate objective 
is to assist in the nation’s total defense 
effort, the results will be a permanent 
contribution to library service. The ex- 
pansion of library service in vocational 
schools, for example, would be worthy 
of the Association’s best efforts at any 
time. 


Most of the activities and publications 
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of the Association related to the national 
emergency have been paid for in part from 
a grant voted by the Carnegie Corporation 
of New York for these purposes. The 
Rockefeller Foundation has provided the 
money which has made possible most of the 
work of an international character. We 
acknowledge this support with gratitude; 
and also the generous help of officers, com- 
mittees, staff, and many members of the 
Association. All of the activities reported 
on in this statement have been approved by 
the Executive Board. 


ArMY LIBRARIES 


Camp libraries for the much expanded 
Army will be established and maintained 
by the War Department at government 
expense. Responsibility rests with the 
Morale Division of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral’s Office. Under Colonel Henry H. 
Pfeil, Chief of the Division, Captain John 
Wesley Ramsey has supervision of the 
libraries. Associated with him is Ray L. 
Trautman, Reserve Lieutenant, a trained 
and experienced librarian, called to his 
present post from the Enoch Pratt Free 
Library of Baltimore. Corps area and 
camp librarians are being appointed. The 
specifications call for both library training 
and library experience. It is expected that 
women will fill most of these positions. 
Library quarters in the large camps will 
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be in the service club, the recreation cen- 
ter. Books will be purchased with public 
funds already appropriated. Advice on 
book selection will be given from Wash- 
ington, but it is expected that camp and 
corps area librarians will make the actual 
selection, in line with the War Depart- 
ment’s policy of decentralization. 

Officers of the Association, assisted by 
L. L. Dickerson who was in charge of 
Army libraries, 1919 to 1924, by Mr. 
Dunbar and Mr. MacLeish, have been in 
touch with the Morale Division since its 
establishment. Conferences have been 
held also with many other officers, with 
the director of the Selective Service System 
and members of advisory committees, off- 
cial and otherwise. Plans, recommenda- 
tions, and criticisms have been solicited 
by representatives of the Army, and have 
been provided by the Association’s repre- 
sentatives. 

We believe that the present plan for 
library service is excellent in many ways, 
that it would be even better if more di- 
rectly related to training, and, that if a 
general education program is adopted, the 
libraries should be closely related to that 
program. 

Navy LIBRARIES 

The Navy Department is maintaining 
its library organization much as it was in 
the 1920’s after the World War. Library 
service is operated in stations, hospitals, 
and on naval vessels. The Navigation 
Bureau is responsible for the procurement, 
education, training, discipline, and dis- 
tribution of the officers and enlisted per- 
sonnel of the Navy. It is charged with 
the supply of ships’ navigational outfits 
and of libraries. It also supervises the 
recreational and welfare activities of the 
naval service, including those of the 
Chaplains’ Corps. 


Isabel DuBois, for several years director 
of libraries, Bureau of Navigation, is the 
responsible head of the library system. 
She told an A.L.A. Executive Board com- 
mittee recently that service is expanding 
with the increase of ships and personnel. 


SURVEY OF LIBRARY RESOURCES 


Brief descriptions of the holdings of 
several hundred libraries on subjects re- 
lated to national defense will be found in 
a planographed publication which came 
from the printers late in December. The 
book is entitled Guide to Library Facilities 
for National Defense. It is the result of 
the work of the Joint Committee on Li- 
brary Research Facilities for National De- 
fense of which Robert B. Downs is the 
chairman, and of the cooperating libraries 
represented in the volume. ‘This pre- 
liminary edition has been sent free to all 
of the libraries asked to report their hold- 
ings, to appropriate officers of the Govern- 
ment, and to libraries which will soon be 
asked to contribute reports for the second 
edition. A few additional copies are avail- 
able for sale. 

Some of us hope that this volume on 
national defense will demonstrate the need 
for a similar guide to library holdings for 
research on all subjects. 

The committee was organized by repre- 
sentatives of the $.L.A., A.L.A., Associa- 
tion of American Law Libraries, Library 
of Congress, and Library Service Division 
of the Office of Education. The thanks of 
the Association, and of all who will profit 
from the survey, are due to the cooperating 
general and special libraries; to the com- 
mittee members, Mr. Downs, Mary Lou- 
ise Alexander, Donald E. Cable, Luther 
H. Evans, Arthur §. McDaniel, and 
Frank T. Sisco; and to Carl Cannon who 
has served as the executive assistant. 
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STUDIES 


Three important quick studies have been 
authorized. 

1. Use of Library Materials in V oca- 
tional or Trade Training at the Lower 
Levels. This study was planned follow- 
ing a special meeting of school librarians 
called by the A.L.A. and presided over 
by Althea M. Currin, chairman of the 
School Libraries Section. R. Russell 
Munn, lent by the Cleveland Public Li- 
brary, is making the study, having recently 
visited vocational schools in several cities. 
The results may take the form of an article 
for an appropriate educational journal, 
another for a library periodical, and pos- 
sibly a separate illustrated pamphlet for 
distribution to any person interested in 
vocational education or trade training. 

It appears that throughout the country 
library service for vocational schools and 
classes is less adequately developed than 
school library service for the humanities 
and social sciences. It is hoped that the 
articles growing out of the study will help 
to improve this situation. 

2. Public Library Service and Needs. 
With full recognition of the unpopularity 
of questionnaires, the Executive Board’s 
Committee on National Defense Activi- 
ties and Libraries, late in November, off- 
cially authorized a study of public library 
service and needs related to the national 
defense, the basis of which is a long and 
difficult questionnaire which has been sent 
to selected public libraries throughout the 
country. 


The purposes of the study are: 


a. To aid the individual library (through 
data assembled) to study its own services and 
resources and in justifying to local authori- 
ties adequate appropriations for maintaining 
or strengthening those services at a time 
when every expenditure will be scrutinized. 





b. To enable the A.L.A. to make public 
definite evidence of the importance of library 
service in time of crisis. 

The Association is under obligation to 
the Detroit and Minneapolis Public Li- 
braries, and to Errett W. McDiarmid, Jr., 
for valuable assistance in the preparation 
of the questionnaire. Mr. Munn is assist- 
ing also in this study. He and the mem- 
bers of the Public Library Division staff 
hope to be able to compile the returns 
from the questionnaire early in 1941 and 
to make the facts reported and the opin- 
ions expressed available through appro- 
priate publications. 

3. Study of Book Needs. We interpret 
the words “book needs” to include books 
on defense training which need to be 
known about and made available, and also 
books which need to be written and pub- 
lished. 

The over-all objective is to find ways of 
giving printed material its chance to help 
in the training of men for national de- 
fense, in the military services, and in 
industry. Other objectives are to compile 
and distribute lists of printed materials 
which are being used, or could be used, 
in the training processes, arranged by 
trades, jobs, courses, or operations; to 
investigate the availability of these printed 
materials where they appear to be needed ; 
to explore the possibility of causing needed 
materials which do not exist to be prepared 
and published. 

This study was suggested by Mr. Mac- 
Leish and given general approval by the 
Executive Board. The Association is in- 
debted to Clarence S. Paine of Beloit 
College, Walter H. Kaiser of the Muncie 
Public Library, and to many others for 
help in the preparation of the plans. This 
study also will be made by Mr. Munn, or 
under his supervision. “The Muncie Pub- 
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lic Library Board has released Mr. Kaiser 
for a few weeks early in 1941 so that the 
preliminary inquiries may be begun. 

4. A study of college and university li- 
braries, now under consideration, is briefly 
outlined below under the heading, 


“A.C.R.L. Defense Activities.” 


LIBRARIES AND DEMOCRACY 


For more than a year the officers and 
staff of the A.L.A. and the Adult Educa- 
tion Board have endeavored to give all 
possible assistance to libraries in their ma- 
jor task, which is variously referred to 
as education for democracy, maintaining 
morale, or helping people to understand 
the meaning of events. 

Members of the Association will re- 
member the policy statement adopted at 
the last midwinter meeting; the book lists, 
compiled by Benson Y. Landis and Alice 
M. Farquhar, and given wide distribution ; 
other lists which appeared in the Booklist; 
the articles published in the 4.L.4. Bulle- 
tin; and the address by Mr. MacLeish at 
Cincinnati. One of the sections of the 
public library study mentioned above con- 
cerns the services of libraries in this field. 
A new book list will be published during 
this conference; others are in preparation. 

A new policy statement, called “The Li- 
brary—1941,” which is largely devoted to 
the library’s opportunity to promote the 
ideals of democracy, was printed in the 
January Bulletin. 

The responsibility of all libraries to pro- 
mote the reading of socially significant 
books, to serve as centers of information 
on current problems, and to help make de- 
mocracy work, is, we think, accepted with- 
out question throughout North America. 


FEDERAL AID 


We are glad to report that schools 


which are participating in the federally 
supported program of training for national 
defense are now permitted, under certain 
conditions, to use some of the federal 
money for the purchase of books; and that 
engineering colleges and universities which 
are offering short courses in engineering 
specialties related to national defense may 
also purchase needed books with federal 
funds. We are under great obligation 
to Ralph M. Dunbar, chief of the Li- 
brary Service Division of the Office of 
Education, to Commissioner John W. 
Studebaker, Dr. Frederick J. Kelly, and 
to others of the Office of Education for 
their sympathetic understanding and ap- 
preciation of the importance of library 
participation. The Association has kept 
school and college librarians informed of 
the progress of negotiations and of inter- 
pretations issued. 

As yet the interpretations do not appear 
to permit the purchase of books by public 
libraries for workers, though it may be 
possible in some cases to house in public 
libraries the books purchased by schools for 
persons enrolled in the classes. It ig under- 
stood, however, that unofficial proposals 
which have been made by librarians (for 
the use of federal funds for the purchase 
by public libraries of books needed for 
workers as well as trainees in the national 
defense program) are under consideration. 

Representatives of the Association have 
kept in touch with the W.P.A., the Na- 
tional Defense Advisory Commission, and 
with others who are concerned with the 
development or extension of community 
services for the ghost towns now being 
revived and the mushroom communities 
which are growing up around industries 
and camps. We shall do what we can 
to make certain that library needs are not 
overlooked. 
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A.C.R.L. DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 


The Committee on National Defense 
Services of the Association of College and 
Reference Libraries has been considering 
various activities which will be valuable 
to the members of that organization. At 
the meeting of the A.L.A. Committee on 
National Defense Activities and Librar- 
ies, Charles Mohrhardt, chairman of the 
A.C.R.L. committee, was requested to con- 
sider with his committee members and 
others the desirability of inaugurating a 
study of the activities of college, univer- 
sity, and reference libraries related to 
national defense. Funds were allocated 
for travel, and a report of progress has 
been received. 

At a recent conference, Mr. Mohrhardt, 
the president of the division, and one other 
member of the committee, outlined a 
fairly complete preliminary questionnaire: 
“In brief, the study is to determine: (1) 
What colleges and universities are doing 
to assist in new courses on democracy and 
on technical defense subjects; (2) How 
shifts in content and in methods are affect- 
ing the library; (3) New fields in which 
libraries can do effective work; (4) 
Whether present funds and sources are 
sufficient to meet emergency needs; (5) 
Whether financial or other help is being 
obtained from outside sources; and also 
(6) To obtain definite evidence of the 


importance of library work in the present 
emergency.” 


CANADA 


Recently a special committee of Can- 
adian librarians was appointed by the 
Executive Board to advise officers, com- 
mittees, and staff of the A.L.A. on all 
Canadian library interests. "The members 
of the committee are: Charles R. Sander- 
son, chairman, Nora Bateson, Alexander 


Calhoun, Gerhard R. Lomer, and Edgar S. 
Robinson. 

The International Relations Committee 
has recently been permitted to offer some 
of the Books for Europe funds for the 
purchase of United States books for Can- 
ada. Mr. Sanderson is now canvassing 
with his committee the purposes to which 
such funds may best be put. From the 
A.L.A. funds for emergency activities he 
was allotted a small sum to enable him 
to confer with military and other officers 
in Canada in the interest of improved 
library service for the army, navy, and air 
corps. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


This subject is included in this report 
because the same world events which have 
made necessary the national defense pro- 
gram are also directly affecting the activi- 
ties of libraries and of the Association in 
international relations. 

American Library in Paris. This is an 
autonomous institution, but the A.L.A. 
cannot fail to be interested in it. Latest 
reports indicate that the library is open 
and circulating books. Dorothy Reeder, 
director, three members of her staff, and 
the Comtesse de Chambrun, vice president, 
are still in Paris. A meeting of the Board 
of Trustees was held recently in New 
York. Arrangements were made for all 
conceivable contingencies. Payments by 
the A.L.A. to the American Library in 
Paris of funds previously received for the 
purpose from the Carnegie Corporation of 
New York will be continued if transfer of 
credits is possible. It is understood that 
the Rockefeller Foundation is also continu- 
ing its grants. The campaign for funds in 
this country which was in prospect a year 
ago has been postponed. 

Books for Europe. In spite of difficul- 
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ties, this project continues. Books have 
been recently, or probably soon will be, 
shipped to England (for Army libraries 
and the Seafarer’s Education Service), 
Finland, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland, 
Holland, Portugal, Greenland, South Af- 
rica, and one municipal library in unoccu- 
pied France. At the request of the Inter- 
national Relations Committee the Rocke- 
feller Foundation has generously per- 
mitted a considerable liberalization of 
terms. It will be remembered that the 
money is used for American books, selected 
by the receiving library, purchased in and 
shipped from this country. 

Latin America. Dr. Rodolfo O. Ri- 
vera, executive assistant to the A.L.A. 
Committee on Library Cooperation with 
Latin America, has described in the De- 
cember Bulletin the interesting and im- 
portant work of that committee. Several 
reports of studies carried to completion or 
near completion by his predecessor, Wil- 
liam C. Haygood, will soon be published. 
Also ready for early publication by the 
A.L.A. are two books in Spanish on li- 
brary work in North America. One is a 
comparatively small pamphlet for the gen- 
eral reader, the other is a small book for 
the librarian. 

Dr. Rivera, because of his position and 
location, and the Executive Secretary of 
the A.L.A., through membership on a 
State Department advisory committee, 
have kept in close touch with the State 
Department’s Division of Cultural Rela- 
tions, and with the Coordinator of Com- 
mercial and Cultural Relations between the 
American’ Republics of the Council of 
National Defense, commonly referred to 
as the “Nelson Rockefeller group.” 

A Books for Latin America project, 
prepared by our committee, awaits funds. 
A project for assisting United States cul- 


tural institutes in Latin America with 
books and periodicals and in other ways, 
now under consideration, will probably 
be administered by the A.L.A. Other 
plans, in which the A.L.A. may or may 
not be directly involved, have to do with 
the translation of United States books 
into Spanish and Portugese, and of Latin 
American books into English. 

Refugees. The A.L.A. Committee on 
Refugee Librarians, headed by Jennie M. 
Flexner of the New York Public Library, 
has assisted many persons in many ways. 
Recently Mr. Lydenberg has accepted ap- 
pointment as A.L.A. representative on the 
Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced 
Foreign Scholars, of which Dr. Stephen 
Duggan of the Institute of International 
Education is chairman. } 

Book Lists 

The Association has chosen as its field 
in the publication of lists that of buying 
lists of broad general interest. In addition 
to those published in 1940, the following 
have been issued, are under way, or are in 
prospect : 

Dangers to Democracy, a compilation 
of titles submitted by 15 cooperating li- 
braries. Has appeared as part 2 of the 
January 1st Booklist and is also available 
as a separate. 

Canada, a Reading Guide, by Elizabeth 
W. Loosley and Ethelwyn Wickson. Has 
appeared as part 2 of the February Ist 
Booklist and is also available as a sepa- 
rate. 

List for the Shops Library of the Sec- 
ondary School, by Iva Winterfield. In 
preparation. 

Canada, a Children’s List. In prepa- 
ration. 


Military Manuals, by Florence S. Hell- 
man. In preparation. 
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Latin America, a Children’s List. In 
preparation. 

Civil Liberties and Democracy, by Mar- 
garet Fulmer. In preparation. 

A New World Order, by Fern Long. 
In preparation. 

Economic Democracy. In prospect. 

Socially Constructive Fiction. In pros- 
pect. 

Two or three lists for children and 
young people about democracy and its 
problems, and about living and working 
together democratically, are under con- 
sideration. 

Of the lists already published, several 
have been issued as supplements to the 
Booklist, and have thus gone free to nearly 
8000 libraries. Several hundred copies of 
each list have been sent free to key people 
other than librarians, a special mailing 
list having been prepared for each list. 
Additional copies are for sale at quantity 
prices. Plans have been tentatively made 
for publication of supplements to these 
lists in the Booklist from time to time. 
To the compilers and to all who have col- 
laborated with them, we extend our 
thanks. 


Book CAMPAIGN 


Appeals for books and for money with 
which to purchase books for war prisoners, 
camps of refugees and internees, for Dutch 
sailors, and for devastated libraries, have 
been received within recent weeks from 
the Y.M.C.A.; the International Bureau 
of Education, Geneva; the Friends Service 
Committee; For Finland, Inc.; Nether- 
lands Relief Fund; and Refugee Economic 
Corporation. Dr. W. W. Bishop has 
suggested that libraries and periodical pub- 
lishers be requested to set aside books and 
periodicals for use in replenishing or re- 


establishing libraries destroyed or injured 
during the war, both in Europe and in 
Asia. The Executive Board has proffered 
help also to the British Library Associa- 
tion’s war service. 

Recognizing the inadvisability of re- 
peated efforts to collect books first for one 
purpose, then for another, the Committee 
on National Defense Activities and Li- 
braries authorized the Executive Secretary 
to discuss with officials of the American 
Red Cross the feasibility of one national 
book drive for all purposes, including pos- 
sible domestic needs, which might be spon- 
sored by the American Red Cross with 
the A.L.A. cooperating. Conversations 
were begun early in December. ‘There 
are many difficulties and many questions. 
No conclusions have been reached. ‘The 
officers of the Association will welcome 
your advice. 


NorMAL Lisprary ACTIVITIES 


We have chosen to report on national 
defense activities because we believe that 
“all out” assistance in the national defense 
effort is now the first duty of every Ameri- 
can institution. We think it not incon- 
sistent to add that we believe, and that 
British libraries appear to have demon- 
strated, that every well established library 
service should be continued, not only be- 
cause it will be useful later on, but because 
it can contribute measurably to the main- 
tenance of morale. The long-time objec- 
tives of the Association are not forgotten. 
The regular activities are still going on. 


(Signed) Essaz M. CULVER 
President 
Cart H. Miram, 


Executive Secretary 
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Books Still Go to Europe 


By ELLSWORTH R. YOUNG 


Mr. Young is the executive assistant to the Committee on 
International Relations. 


een THE WAR has set up some 
obstacles to the flow of printed matter 
and cultural material between Europe and 
America, they are not all insurmountable 
barriers, and during such critical periods 
there seems to be greater need for the 
continuance of these cultural ties. It is 
chiefly through the exchange of books and 
magazines that we are able to keep up 
this necessary international transfer of 
ideas and findings, even in wartime. 

The Books for Europe project! of the 
A.L.A. Committee on International Rela- 
tions is contributing to this needed under- 
standing and interchange by sending 
American periodicals and books to a num- 
ber of foreign countries. The gift of these 
books is made possible by a grant from the 
Rockefeller Foundation. ‘The books sent 
are selected by participating libraries from 
American book selection aids, and are of 
almost all types. 


SENDING Books TO EUROPE 


There is perhaps a general impression 
that, due to war conditions, books and 
magazines can no longer be sent with any 
safety to ‘Europe. Actually, reading 
matter can be sent to all European coun- 
tries by printed matter class mail, with a 

1 For a statement of the purpose, method of opera- 
tion, etc., of the project, see “Books for European 


Readers” by Ellsworth R. Young. A.L.A. Bulletin 
34: 320, May, 1940. 


very slight likelihood of loss, judging by 
our experience. Such mail, to most 
European countries, goes on the American 
Export liners to Lisbon—and to its final 
destination in Switzerland, Finland, etc., 
by rail. The Books for Europe office has 
sent some $7000 worth of books to the 
following countries in the past few 
months: England, Finland, Greenland, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, and 
Switzerland. The average mail shipment 
to Europe is received in about three to six 
weeks. Occasionally a shipment, due to 
special circumstances, is delayed. Reports 
on receipt of shipments are made regularly 
by participants, so speed and safety of 
shipment can be checked. Iwo or three 
shipments (made just previous to the 
occupation of the Scandinavian countries 
and the Low Countries) appeared to be 
lost, but were recovered in most cases, 
usually being returned to the sender. 
These were reshipped later and safely 
received. Of about $13,000 worth of 
books, sent in the past year, all have been 
received except some $100 worth which 
are still being investigated and may or 
may not have been lost. These shipments 





were insured. 

Freight shipments made this past fall to 
Sweden (via Petsamo, Finland) and 
England indicate that the saving in charges 
does not balance the delay and bother for 
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both sender and receiver. For example, a 
large shipment to the Swedish State Li- 
brary Bureau which left New York about 
the middle of September was not received 
in Stockholm until December 20. 


PARTICIPANTS IN THE PROGRAM 


Three of the original participating 
countries have dropped out: Denmark, 
Eire, and France. No direct communica- 
tion has been received from any of these 
in recent months, so the reason for with- 
drawal is not certain. Books are still 
being received by two countries now 
occupied by Germany—the Netherlands 
and Norway. Interesting clippings from 
Norwegian newspapers have been received 
in recent months. These articles contain 
critical comment on books recently re- 
ceived, and information concerning the 
collections as a whole. 

Several countries have been added to 
the program during its second year— 
Canada, Greenland, Portugal, and the 
Union of South Africa. Arrangements 
have been completed in all of these coun- 
tries except Canada, where a report from 
the recently appointed Canadian advisory 
committee is expected shortly. Book 
selection tools have been sent to Portugal 
and South Africa, but it is too soon for 
orders to have been received. 

We learned of the desire for books in 
Greenland through the American Consul 
at Godthaab and the U.S. Division of 
Cultural Relations. Since Greenland has 
been cut off from Denmark, it is looking 
to America for books and supplies of all 
kinds. At their suggestion, a selection of 
books and current magazines was made 
with the aid of the readers’ adviser of 
the New York Public Library, and sent in 
November. The total cost was about 
$180, leaving $320 of an original alloca- 





tion for books to be selected by the educa- 
tion office in Greenland. Some of the 
books will be kept in Godthaab at the 
Seminarium Library, others will be placed 
in traveling libraries aboard two coastal 
steamers. 

Several special requests have been 
handled recently by the project. Through 
the U.S. Office of Education we received 
a report of a school in Virginia for British 
evacuee children, which needed books. 
One hundred books, selected by the 
specialist in school libraries, Office of 
Education, were sent to this school, and 
gratefully acknowledged. A special appeal 
from the public library at Toulouse, 


France, was received by the A.L.A. 
through the World’s Y.W.C.A. at 
Geneva. The librarian gave a report on 


the history, purpose, and future plans 
of a newly organized children’s library 
(L’Heure Joyeuse), and told of its need 
for American children’s books, especially 
in view of the great increase in readers 
served due to the influx of refugees. A 
shipment of books, including book selection 
aids for help in compiling another order, 
has been sent. 


Books FoR Prison CAMPS 


The attention of the project has been 
called to the need for books in prison and 
internment camps in Germany and in 
Canada, by the agencies engaged in prison 
relief work. An investigation is being 
made and books may be sent to some of 
these camps and prisons. We should need 
assurance that representative books will be 
accepted and that safe delivery can be 
made. We have been informed that 
American books are especially wanted in 
certain classes of internment camps in 
Canada. 

Recently a request has been forwarded 
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to the A.L.A. for reading matter for 
Dutch sailors in Canada. ‘These men, 
cut off from their homeland, are reported 
to want books. It is hoped that satis- 
factory arrangements can be made so that 
American books, to supply a part of the 
demand, can be sent. 

About $700 worth of books was sent 
to the University of Groningen (the 
Netherlands) Library in December. 
These books were purchased from a special 
fund set up for the university by the 
Rockefeller Foundation about two years 
ago. The selection of books, practically 
all in the field of American literature, was 
made from the Shaw lists by a member of 
the university faculty. This transaction 
was handled by the Books for Europe 
office, although outside the regular pro- 
gram. 


OPERATION OF THE PROGRAM 


The original draft of the Books for 
Europe program called for a_ rather 
adaptable arrangement—each participating 
library indicating the plan best suited to 
its function and needs. Due to the un- 
settling effects of the war, the program 
has been even further liberalized. This 
liberalization has not essentially altered 
the program in some countries. In Eng- 
land, however, the arrangement was con- 
siderably changed. Instead of sending 
books to the National Central Library in 
London, as planned in the summer of 1939, 
books and magazines are being sent to the 
service libraries for the men in the British 
army and navy. Quantity subscriptions 


to periodicals, such as the National 
Geographic and the Popular Science 
Monthly, have been found especially 
desirable. 


The books for Switzerland have gone 
to the National Library (Schweizerische 


Landesbibliothek) and to the Bibliotheque 
pour Tous, both in Bern. The first is a 
scholarly library, and its requests follow 
the needs of its readers; the other library, 
being more popular, requests a representa- 
tive selection of American fiction and 
nonfiction. The National Library has 
recently secured the services of two uni- 
versity professors to round out its collec- 
tions in the fields of American literature 
and American history. 

Thus the types of books being sent 
vary from library to library. All kinds of 
books are ordered and it is difficult to 
make a statement as to general trends. 
Occasionally a special subject seems to be 
of general interest—for example, books on 
the Negro in America are frequently 
asked for, perhaps because Europeans 
find the “Negro problem” in the United 
States a puzzle and a contradiction in 
principles. In general the collections re- 
quested are representative of American 
life, thought, and culture. 

Various means are used by the partici- 
pating libraries to acquaint interested 
readers with the availability of the new 
collections of American books. In some 
countries, Finland for example, printed 
catalogs of the collections are issued and 
sent to all public libraries in the country. 
In Sweden collections of books are being 
moved from time to time among a number 
of the larger cities. It is too soon to give 
a report on the effectiveness of the various 
plans and the extent of reader interest. 

In spite of the fact that most of the 
European libraries participating in the 
program are operating under difficulties 
of one kind or another we have had 
splendid cooperation. 


Several of our 
European colleagues have mentioned the 
special need, in these times, of cultural 
interchange. 





A Library of Medium Size 


Is Reorganized 


By MARIE W. BARKMAN 


The second in a series of four articles on departmentalization in the library 
of medium size sponsored by the A.L.A. Committee on Library Admin- 


istration. 


The author is librarian of the Mead Public Library, 


Sheboygan, Wisconsin, which has been recently reorganized. 


ODAY THIS LIBRARY of medium size 
‘eh functioning in a building twice 
as large as that of April, 1940, when 
ground was broken for an addition and the 
remodeling of the old building. Today 
its central plant—the main library, for- 
mally opened January 9—has stack space 
for 80,000 volumes. ‘Today its charging 
area is three and one-half times as large 
as it was formerly. The remodeling of the 
front entrance gives a dignified approach. 
The spaciousness of the lobby gives the 
borrower elbow room and a feeling of lei- 
sureliness as well as efficiency. The spe- 
cially designed charging desk, the two 
new ninety-six drawer catalogs, the bulle- 
tin boards and display tables, all play a 
part in the reorganization program for 
developing service to a community of over 
forty thousand people. 

Today the library is using a charging 
desk conceived to take care of the staff’s 
needs and thus enable them to give atten- 
tion to the public’s requirements. "Two 
workrooms are now available to the staff 
for the library’s behind-the-scenes activi- 
ties, which have been augmented by ex- 
panded service. 


New publications are immediately made 
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The reference 
department, organized the first of the 
year, is now more than a one-man job. 
A special room is used by a group of pro- 
fessional men meeting in conjunction with 
All biblio- 
graphical material for this group is fur- 
nished by the library. Play reading 
groups, formerly contacting the library 
not at all, now turn over their requests 
for fulfillment. 


available for circulation. 


the Town Hall programs. 


The librarian is program 
chairman of the local American Associa- 
tion of University Women and a member 
of the executive board of the newly organ- 
ized city forum for discussion of current 
problems. The new forum room is used 
for some of the programs of the local 
branch of the American Association of 
University Women; the international re- 
lations group of the Women’s Club; the 
Garden Club; the Stamp Club, and the 
Camera Club. The corked walls of this 
room lend themselves to timely displays. 

It was in February of 1939 that the 
American Library Association made a sur- 
vey of the library for the library board,’ 


14 Report of a Survey of the Public Library of 
Sheboygan, Wisconsin, for the Sheboygan Publi 
Library Board. American Library Association, 1939 
(Mimeographed). $1. 
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and it was one day in late October of the 
same year that reorganization was put 
into effect. One of the first problems to 
be met was the preparation of a budget 
for the next calendar year—increasingly 
more important than ever before if the 
library were to departmentalize as it 
should and begin the expansion program 
necessary for adequate service. A budget 
was prepared and as a result of the co- 
operation of the library board with the 
librarian in presenting the budget to the 
library committee of the council and the 
council as a whole, a $9000 increase was 
received for the 1940 budget as well as 
$4000 for the purchase of furniture. 
Thus encouraged by the city council 
the library board met with the trustees of 
the $100,000 Mead trust fund awarded 
the library and petitioned for a part of 
the trust to be invested in the expansion 
of the main library building. The success 
of this petition has been a $50,000 addi- 
tion and $10,000 in improvements in the 


old building. 


DEPARTMENTALIZATION BEGAN 


As a result of the financial impetus given 
the library, departmentalization began the 
first of the year. By that time there had 
been sufficient opportunities for observing 
the ability and disposition of the library 
personnel. Furthermore, by that time the 
staff realized there was something more 
to be done than “putting up books and 
working at the desk.” Desk and indi- 
vidual work schedules became effective, 
based on a forty-hour, five-day work 
week with no adult desk schedule of more 
than two hours at any one time. The 
staff was classified and a salary scale adopt- 
ed. Regular staff meetings became effec- 
tive for book and periodical reports in 
addition to discussion of and working out 


of the library code step by step. 

Since it was necessary to have routines 
and processes of cataloging placed on an 
efficient basis at once, the cataloging de- 
partment was organized with two profes- 
sional librarians in charge. 


CIRCULATION CODE 


Not only to continue but enhance the 
service given before the behind-the- 
scenes machinery was truly operative, the 
main library adult department received 
primary attention. A circulation code was 
put into effect. Since registration ap- 
peared to be never ending, re-registration 
was started on a three-year basis with bor- 
rowers’ cards to be used in the main li- 
brary and the branches. Machines were 
installed to speed up the charging process. 
A publicity division was established for 
the taking care of radio programs, news- 
paper articles, and the inter-library dis- 
plays. A reserve system was inaugurated 
to bring the books most in demand to the 
borrower as rapidly as possible, and a 
weekly check is made of the waiting list 
for purchasing additional copies. For the 
teen age people demanding more atten- 
tion, a young people’s division was estab- 
lished in a former study room, now the 
young people’s room. 

A reference department was started 
with a trained reference librarian, begin- 
ning with very few tools, but now supplied 
with a nucleus of indexes and a vertical 
file. Additional reference tools are being 
bought slowly. 

Each month bringing expiration dates of 
periodicals, action was taken to bring all 
periodicals and newspapers to a common 
expiration date. At the same time a care- 
ful check was made to have the list include 
only indexed magazines and those of par- 
ticular local interest. The list was ex- 
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ORGANIZATION CHART 
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tended materially and the tomb-like covers 
removed. 


PROCEDURE CODIFIED 


The procedure in the children’s depart- 
ment was codified and a policy of book buy- 
ing was established to eliminate constant 
duplication and instead add new titles, and 
include fine editions when possible. Serv- 
ice of the department extends into the 
schools; the summer schedule includes col- 
lections of books at the nine playgrounds as 
well as weekly story hours at these play- 
grounds. Various publicity activities dur- 
ing book week and special art classes have 
brought many new registrants and ma- 
terially increased the circulation. 














Careful checks of branch book stocks, 
increased hours, larger book collections, 
and, in one branch, extension to full-time 
junior high school service, has brought 
the branches to a healthier status. 

Early in the work of departmentaliza- 
tion, attention had to be given to reports, 
and attempts were made to obtain basic 
figures. Reports ask for bock stock, year’s 
accessions, and discards. Being acquainted 
with book-stock figures based on the last 
accession, and being suspicious of figures 
as compared to what appeared to be the 
actual book stock, it was decided to make 
a count of the shelflist. Having recently 
been exposed to transposed accession num- 
bers or the accession number of one book 





————— 
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given to another by the time it arrived on 
the shelflist, there was considerable relief 
in finding accuracy as to numbers. How- 
ever, there was the mixture of cards, ac- 
cessions of branches and main library to- 
gether, or both branches on one card, or 
branch accession separate, the many possi- 
bilities not accessioned, and the problem of 
whether discarded or not discarded. The 
discards! What a pity to have to change 
the delightfully intriguing practice of mark- 
ing an accession on the shelflist discard and 
leaving the book on basement storage 
shelves and the cards in the catalog, or then 
again it might be the reverse. A system of 


The Tale 


OW MUCH do librarians care about 
H out-of-print books? Enough to talk 
about, but not enough to act about? It 
looks much that way, at least to the mem- 
bers of the A.L.A. Committee on Out-of- 
Print Books. 

For years librarians have been crying to 
high heaven because the sordid publishers 
basely refused to reprint books librarians 
ardently begged for and publishers stupidly 
refused to reissue. All swore that if only 
the publisher would listen a little more 
carefully to the voice of the librarian, he 
would learn much to his profit. All were 
sure that if only half a loaf came floating 
on the water it would be a fine sight to see 
the fishes, big and little, fighting for great, 
engulfing bites. 

It was in October, 1939, that this com- 
mittee told the library world it was pre- 
pared to join with publishers in bringing 
back into print books enough in demand to 
justify digging out the plates and locking 


monthly records has been installed, and the 
recataloging code is now shaping itself for 
action. 

Also early in the year a schedule was 
evolved for the librarian and reference 
librarian to make a combination inventory 
and book-stock check to become acquainted 
with the stock, weed out, ascertain cata- 
loging needs and the weak spots in the 
collection for future book purchases. 

Recently the 1941 budget was passed 
with a $3600 increase. Thus this library 
of medium size goes on its way reorganiz- 
ing in an effort to be a true democratic 
force within its community. 


of an O. P. 


them on the presses once more. Some 150 
titles were suggested, and libraries were 
asked to say how many titles they would 
probably want to buy in the near future. 
The votes were counted, and the record 
showed 134 votes for Best Ghost Stories, 
132 for Great Ghost Stories, 102 for 
Twenty Years at Hull House, 104 for 
Best Psychic Stories, 89 for 26 Mystery 
Stories to name only the top five. The 
other titles were of about the same char- 
acter. (Jane Addams may be left out of 
the picture because Twenty Years would 
naturally be adequately replaced by Forty 
Years at Hull House, independent of any 
special appeal from the library world.) 
Unwilling to accept any such result as 
the deliberate choice of the libraries of this 
country the committee listed in the May, 
1940, Bulletin some sixteen supplementary 
titles of books of a trifle more lasting value 
(at least in the eyes of the committee). 
One title received eight votes, the others 








TALE OF 


scattering down to nothing. 

As it is manifestly unfair to expect a 
publisher to haul plates out of the ware- 
house and go to the other expenses of re- 
printing books with such slight demand 
after such trumpeting, no one can blame 
the committee for coming close to con- 
cluding that the hunger for out-of-print 
books was scarcely overpowering. 

When the committee began its work it 
earnestly hoped, confidently expected, that 
dozens of titles of real importance and 
significance would leap to the lips of li- 
brarians the country over, titles in enough 
demand to justify expectation of sales of 
perhaps 200 copies over two or three years, 
if not in the first twelvemonth. That was 
an error. 

To clear the docket, however, the com- 
mittee has decided to refer to the publishers 
for action the fourteen titles for which 
more than fifty votes were cast, as follows: 


Bantock 100 Folksongs of All 
Nations 

Bradford Ol Man Adam an’ His 
Chillun’ 

Canfield Brimming Cup 

Canfield Deepening Stream 


Chamberlain & Songs of All the Colleges 
Harrington 

De Kruif Seven Iron Men 

Feval & Lassez Martyr to the Queen 

Feval & Lassez Secret of the Bastille 

French Best Ghost Stories 

French Best Psychic Stories 
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French Great Ghost Stories 
Rhys, Dawson & 26 Mystery Stories 
Scott 


Wright Great Modern French 
Stories 
Zangwill Ghetto Comedies 


One more chance, and when the replies 
come in, the committee will tell the tale. 
In the meantime it wishes to call once more 
for suggestions. It will gladly act as a 
clearing house in this field. It still refuses 
to take the count, still believes that there 
must have been something real behind all 
the talk that has been emitted about this 
problem for so many years, still wants to 
give just one more chance. It was 
weather—not out-of-print books—that 
Mark Twain was talking about, wasn’t it? 

One thing more, please let the committee 
know how many on this side of the water 
would care for reprinted volumes in such 
series as Early English Text Society, 
Chaucer Society, or others of that time and 
type. Some libraries find that the cheap 
woodpulp paper in their sets of these pub- 
lications is rapidly deteriorating. If there 
is demand enough the committee is willing 
to take the matter up with the societies in 
England. Of course it would not reprint 
without permission, even though the books 
are in the public domain. 

LAWRENCE Heyt, Chairman 
A.L.A. Committee on 
Out-of-Print Books 
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Discussion Groups—The Fundamental 
Form of Cooperative Education 


By E. R. BOWEN 


Another article in the series under the sponsorship of the Adult Education Board by 
leaders in other fields who describe nationwide movements in which 
libraries may play important roles. Mr. Bowen is the general 
secretary of the Cooperative League of the U.S.A. 


NE OF THE SPEAKERS who addressed 
O the World Congress on Education 
for Democracy, held at Columbia Uni- 
versity in New York City, was Mrs. Alva 
Myrdal of Sweden, herself a teacher, and 
wife of an outstanding Swedish economist. 
After saying that “there is nothing so 
particular about Swedish schools, nothing 
outstandingly democratic to distinguish 
them from the schools in other countries,” 
she added this most significant observa- 
tion: “The merit of the Swedish school 
system seems to be chiefly the negative 
one of not having hindered the prolonga- 
tion of education beyond the schools. The 
schools leave the young people unsaturated, 
not sending them out with the idea that 
learning is a thing closed forever.” 

Then she made these challenging state- 
ments in her address: “Should the num- 
bers in our voluntary adult education 
movement in Sweden fall off, then we 
would begin to shiver for our democracy, 
for adult education and nothing else is 
the life element in our education for 
democracy.” After mentioning, as meth- 
ods of adult education, lectures to listen 
to in crowds, and libraries of books to 
read individually, she said, “Most im- 
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portant of all, however, the study circle 
is the predominant form of adult educa- 
tion in Sweden. More than 15,000 such 
groups with nearly 200,000 members out 
of a population of 6,000,000 (which in 
America would correspond to 4,000,000 
out of a population of 120,000,000) meet 
regularly through the year to learn and 
discuss. True democratic education is in 
the end only completely possible in such 
‘schools without a teacher’ where there 
can never be any pressure to ‘swear to the 
say of a master.’ ” 

The phrases “adult education” and 
“discussion groups” are comparatively new 
to Americans. There are apparently three 
reasons for this. 

First, we have not realized how much 
we need to learn after we leave grade 
school, high school, or college. Unfor- 
tunately we are handed graduation cer- 
tificates when we should be given entrance 
slips into the next stage of education. We 
have not generally accepted the need of 
“education-for-life,” which is the title of 
one of the best books describing the Scan- 
dinavian folk schools. It is, however, 
now glaringly apparent that there is a 
tragic need for an educated citizenship in 
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order to practice democracy, and that 
adult ignorance means goosestepping to 
dictators. 

Second, we have not thought that we 
could learn after we passed the so-called 
school age. We coined the phrase, “You 
can’t teach an old dog new tricks,” to 
prove that we could not learn and to 
content ourselves in our ignorance. But 
Dr. Thorndike has blasted us out of our 
resignation by demonstrating scientifically 
that “the time for learning anything is the 
time when you need it,” and that age 
presents but little handicap to learning 
when we realize that we constantly need 
to know more than we do. I take courage 
for myself after knowing of an eighty-year- 
old lady who is completing work for her 
doctor’s degree at Columbia University. 

Third, we haven’t known how to learn 
in the best way. We have depended 
largely on mass methods and the indi- 
vidual method of adult education, where 
we have tried to learn at all. I once asked 
Dr. Oscar Olsson of Sweden, originator 
of the Swedish study circles, why he 
preferred the small discussion-group meth- 
od of adult education to the mass meet- 
ing. He answered that a mass meeting is 
like a continuous alarm clock—it wakes 
us up and then we go to sleep again after 
it has run down. Then I asked him 
why he preferred discussion groups to 
individual study. His answer was that 
when we study individually we uncon- 
sciously try to reinforce our own preju- 
dices. 

SweEpIsH Stupy CIRCLES 


Sweden calls her discussion groups by 
the name of “study circles.” Swedish 
study circles are small groups of about 
ten adults. They meet in members’ 
homes or other convenient places, usually 
weekly. They include men and women. 





They are voluntarily organized. Each 
group selects its own leader from within 
the group. The leader is not a teacher 
—he or she is not presumed to know all 
the answers. The leader’s function is 
rather to direct the discussion to a point 
and not allow it to scatter. The discus- 
sion is not carried on between each mem- 
ber and the leader, but constantly criss- 
crosses the circle from member to mem- 
ber, the leader being on an equal footing 
with the rest. The groups gather around 
great books to study the wealth of the 
world’s accumulated knowledge. Study 
circles were first organized in Sweden by 
Dr. Olsson in the temperance movement. 
Later they were adopted by farm, labor, 
political, religious, youth, cooperative, and 
other organizations. 


CooPERATIVES PUBLISH GUIDES 


I was shown a letter which had just 
been received by Herman Stolpe, head of 
the study circle division of the cooperative 
movement, from Dr. Olsson, in which 
the latter said that he had had too much 
faith in the beginning in the ability of 
the average group to extract alone the 
great ideas from the great books, and that 
he endorsed the method developed by the 
cooperative movement of publishing guides 
to help the groups in their studies of the 
contents of books. These guides contain 
a few statements relative to the topic at 
each meeting, together with questions for 
the group to discuss, and end with a main 
question or two for the group as a whole 
to answer. The secretary sends the group 
answer to the cooperative headquarters, 
which returns it with comments to be con- 
sidered at the opening of the next meeting. 
This maintains close contact between each 
group and the headquarters. The guides 
serve the purpose of a trained teacher to 
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help the groups in their studies. The 
book or books being studied, together with 
a guide, are supplied to each member of 
the group for his own use at a nominal 
cost. Each member is expected to prepare 
himself for the next meeting and write 
answers and comments in advance of each 
meeting on blank pages provided in the 
guides. 

The Swedes speak of their study cir- 
cles as a modified form of folk school 
extended to include all the people. They 
have proven not only highly effective as a 
method of adult education, but very eco- 
nomical for each member who participates. 
They are sometimes described as a group- 
correspondence method of study. They 
are called “education through group self- 
help,” by Mr. Stolpe. They are truly 
democratic, “of, by, and for the people,” 
—according to Mrs. Myrdal. 


Nova Scotia Stupy CLuBs 


Nova Scotia calls her discussion groups 
“study clubs.” Many of us here in 
America learned of the study clubs in 
Nova Scotia before we read of the study 
circles in Sweden but eventually found 
that they were largely one and the same 
method of adult education. The differ- 
ences lie in the fact that the cooperative 
movement is newer in Nova Scotia, and 
the primary need there is for the people 
to study how to initiate and organize co- 
operatives, while in Sweden the members 
need primarily to study operation methods; 
the lesson material is more definitely de- 
veloped in Sweden in the guides and in 
the method of handling the group answers; 
in Nova Scotia continued interest is main- 
tained more by the association in study-club 
meetings. 

In Sweden the study circles stem out of 
the national cooperative organization, Ko- 


operativa Forbundet, while in Nova Sco- 
tia the study clubs find inspiration and 
practical advice in the Extension Depart- 
ment of St. Francis Xavier University. 
Just what the future will be in Nova 
Scotia when the cooperative movement 
becomes strongly organized centrally, no 
one can say with certainty. However, 
there is little doubt but that the Extension 
Department of the university will continue 
to play a vital part in the never ending 
need for adult education. What this 
university has done is a challenge to both 
the public and private universities and 
colleges in the United States. 

The leaders of the Extension Depart- 
ment of “St. F. X.,” as the university is 
popularly known, work in an informal, 
practical, humanistic fashion, rather than 
by carefully formulated methods or cur- 
ricular procedures, but they finally agreed 
to give some details which were published 
by the Cooperative League of the U.S.A., 
as “Ten Steps in Organizing a Consumers’ 
Cooperative Association,” in the pamphlet, 
How St. F. X. University Educates for 
Action (56 p., 20¢). 


as follows: 


These ten steps are 


1. Some individual in a community is 
struck “as with a light out of heaven,” like 
Paul on the road to Damascus, with a 
clear realization of the vital significance of 
the consumers’ cooperative movement, fol- 
lowed by thorough study and a final de- 
termination to “clear his own little corner 
of creation.” Such a light, as the poet 
George W. Russell (AE) says, “is not 
vouchsafed to groups but only to individ- 
uals.” 

2. A number of friends are drawn to- 
gether by the first individual, who in turn 
also become inspired to lead out in or- 
ganizing their neighborhood into a “Coopera- 
tive Community Beautiful,” and who then 
thoroughly inform themselves about the 


cooperative movement. 
3. Mass meetings are called to give pub- 
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licity and create general interest, concluded 
by a call for voluntary leaders and the 
setting up of small discussion groups. 

4. Discussion groups are organized, small 
enough to encourage participation by every 
member and meeting often enough to main- 
tain interest. 

5. Voluntary leaders are selected by each 
group. They need not be far in advance of 
the group, but must study ahead and should 
be trained by special conferences. 

6. Discussion material is provided in the 
form of outlines, reference pamphlets, and 
a stimulating magazine—all written out of 
practical experience. 

7. General rallies are held by members 
and leaders of all discussion groups in each 
neighborhood for reinforcing confidence, an- 
swering unsolved questions, and group 
recreation in the form of folk singing, danc- 
ing, and games. 

8. Practical organization of cooperative 
associations is done after thorough under- 
standing of principles and practice, regu- 
larly checked by careful auditing. 

g. Educational-recreational committees 
which persistently carry on an educational 
and recreational program among employees, 
youth, and adults, are appointed within each 
cooperative association. 

10. The cooperative associations rapidly 
develop to the utmost the possibilities of 
group action in all fields of supplies, services, 
insurance, finance, education, and recreation 
among the members, and constantly extend 
the benefits of such organization to everyone 
in the community. 


Dr. Malcolm MacLellan of St. Francis 
Xavier University says in his doctor’s the- 
sis: “The study club is the fulcrum used 
by the operators of this educational lever 
to raise the general status of the people.” 
Dr. J. J. Tompkins, the soul of the move- 
ment, argues that “true education must be 
hooked up with activity.” The director 
of the Extension Department, Dr. M. M. 
Coady, appeals to the people to “study for 
something.” 

Over 1000 study clubs have been organ- 
ized in seven counties in Eastern Nova 





Scotia. A large number are organized 
in each community. There is no limit 
except the desire of the people to organ- 
ize new groups. The results are demon- 
strated in the practical organization and 
highly successful operation of hundreds of 
stores, lobster factories and fish plants, 
credit unions, etc., as well as in the eleva- 
tion of the educational and cultural level 
of the people. Nova Scotia is on the way 
to becoming a new and permanent “Co- 
operative Acadia.” 


Discussion GROUPS IN THE UNITED 
STATES 


Fortunately we no longer have to con- 
fine our examples to the study circles in 
Sweden and the study clubs in Nova 
Scotia. The idea has now been adopted 
and is being strongly developed in the 
territories of a number of the regional 
cooperative associations in the United 
States. 

The first active development was the 
organization of discussion groups as the 
foundation of the urban cooperative move- 
ment during the past few years. Most 
of the urban cooperatives started as dis- 
cussion groups which evolved into buying 
clubs and then into cooperative grocery 
stores and gasoline stations. Their edu- 
cational foundation is undoubtedly one of 
the reasons for their general success. 

To the Ohio Farm Bureau Cooperatives 
goes the credit for pioneering and pro- 
moting discussion groups, under the name 
of “advisory councils,” to the greatest de- 
gree thus far in any territory. Ohio's 
development is the outgrowth of a trip 
made by their general manager to Nova 
Scotia in the summer of 1935. Their 
educational director and a member of their 
educational staff have also made trips to 
Nova Scotia. In the summer of 1939, 
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Ohio sent five of their fieldmen, and next 
year will send the other five, on the Co- 
operative League’s tour to that province. 
Approximately 500 advisory councils have 
been organized in Ohio and others are 
constantly being organized. The second 
stage has now been reached, that of de- 
veloping county councils composed of the 
leaders of the local advisory councils, pat- 
terned after the associated study clubs of 
Nova Scotia. Recently district meetings 
have been held to consider the adoption 
of a program of adding ‘“educational- 
organization directors” to the staffs of each 
county cooperative association. A maga- 
zine Advisory Council News is now being 
published. You can see the practical re- 
sults of this program in Ohio by follow- 
ing the statistics of the extraordinary 
growth of their commodity and insurance 
services. Still deeper and more vital re- 
sults are the development of the process 
of democratic discussion and decision 
among the members. Another outstand- 
ing result is found in the development of 
cooperative recreation in the form of folk 
dancing, music, and games. 


STUDIED EUROPEAN METHODS 


The general manager of the Midland 
Cooperative Wholesale of Minneapolis 
came back from a trip to Sweden in 1937 
fully convinced that study circles were 
the solid foundation of the cooperative 
movement. Four members of the edu- 
cational and editorial staffs of Midland 
have also studied educational methods first 
hand in the European countries. The 
discussion-group method of education was 
started in the Midland area under the 
name of “neighbor nights.” These later 
evolved into cooperative clubs. Over 100 


such groups have been organized in that 
territory and others are now being organ- 


ized. ‘These cooperative clubs were the 
foundation on which the organization of 
the Midland cooperative-chain-store pro- 
gram was built. A special magazine is 
published under the cooperative name 
Together with news of the clubs’ activi- 
ties, educational and 


grams, etc. 


recreational pro- 


AGGRESSIVE PROGRAMS 


Stimulated by the results obtained by 
other regional cooperative associations, the 
Eastern Cooperative League and Whole- 
sale of New York and the Central Co- 
operative Wholesale of Superior, Wiscon- 
sin, have announced aggressive programs 
for developing discussion groups in their 
territories which are now under way. 

I do not mean to imply that the discus- 
sion group is a tool or a product only of 
the cooperative movement. As has already 
been described in another article in this 
series, “Farmers Forming Discussion 
Groups in More Than 40 States,” the 
local planning committees in rural regions 
are taking to the small discussion groups 
with the encouragement and assistance of 
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 
Small discussion groups as follow-ups of 
radio broadcasts (the Town Hall pro- 
grams, for example), of large forums, and 
even of educational film presentations, are 
taking hold in many places. Discussion 
groups are being promoted and sponsored 
by many agencies such as settlement houses, 
churches, Y.M. and Y.W.C.A.’s, com- 
munity coordinating councils, Leagues of 
Women Voters, etc. But the cooperative 
movement may prove one of its most ap- 
propriate cradles in an era which we hope 
will witness a rebirth of democracy, this 
time in social and economic spheres. The 


1Jones, A. Drummond. A.L.A. Bulletin 33:165-69, 
Mar. 1939. 
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cooperative movement provides the oppor- 
tunity to follow discussion with action 
in the solution of one’s own immediate 
local problems, which, as suggested by the 
Nova Scotia leaders, is a vital factor in 
sustained interest. It gives the opportun- 
ity to think together with one’s neighbors 
on economic and social problems, not on 
the abstract, the complex, the magnified 
plane, but from the grass roots up. 


LocAL AND REGIONAL AGENCIES 


What we need now in America to foster 
the healthy growth of this fast spreading 
discussion-group movement are agencies on 
both the local and regional scales to assist 
these groups in planning a course of study 
and in providing an ample supply of ap- 
propriate study materials. St. Francis 
Xavier University and the Kooperativa 
Forbundet were able to do this on both 
local and national scales in small countries 
like Sweden and Nova Scotia. Here we 
see the cooperative organizations taking 
leadership in these matters in the regional 
areas. ‘There are few other agencies bet- 
ter situated to give this assistance on a 
local basis than the public library, for 
many obvious reasons. The library can 
work with all kinds of discussion circles 
—those of the cooperatives and of other 
sponsorship. It is the institution of all 
the people. But these discussion groups 
often need more than casual service. They 
need carefully prepared programs suited 
to each group’s capabilities and interests. 
They need an ample and easily available 
supply of materials which are very specifi- 
cally suited to their concerns. It is to be 
hoped that public libraries will give special 
study to the servicing of these groups and 
will designate or employ some special staft 
member who can give them the kind of 
interested, humanistic, but intelligent at- 





tention that is given by the members of 
the Extension Department of St. Francis 
Xavier University. 

We Americans can no longer pioneer 
physically in a promised land beyond the 
sea or the mountains. We are already in 
a land abundantly rich with natural re- 
sources of soil and forest and mine. It is 
not a change of skies but a change of mind 
we need. Nor should we seek a Moses 
to lead us out of poverty, unemployment, 
and tenancy, out of disease, crime, and 
war, into plenty and peace. It is not a 
great leader which democracy primarily 
needs but a great people. A great people 
will throw up out of their midst the great 
leaders they need. The primary problem 
in America is how we, the people, may 
become great. I know of no other way 
that equals small discussion groups. They 
are the fundamental form of cooperative 
education. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF DISCUSSION 
OUTLINES? 


Guide for Discussion Circles, by Carl R. 
Hutchinson. 

Prepared by a member of the Ohio 
Farm Bureau Cooperatives’ educational 
staff. 

Cog or Collaborator, by Herman Stolpe. 
This pamphlet was specially written for 
English readers by the head of the 
study-circle division of Kooperativa 
Forbundet in Sweden. 

Fundamentals of Consumers’ Cooperation, 

by V. S. Alanne. 
This pamphlet has had the widest cir- 
culation of any American cooperative 
pamphlet. It was written by a coopera- 
tive educator of long experience. 


(Continued on page 124) 


2 Available from The Cooperative League, 167 
West 12th Street, New York City. 
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A Challenge 


By B. F. COEN 


Mr. Coen, a trustee of the Fort Collins, Colorado, Public Library, delivered 
this speech, here condensed, before the Friends of the Library and 
Trustees Luncheon at the Nebraska Library Association meeting. 


AY I speak to you as a representative 
M of that rural group, 91 per cent of 
which has no library service? May I 
speak for the 38,000,000, who by every 
right are entitled to a square deal and 
do not get it? May I speak to you as a 
farmer, for the farmer and his family, 
whom everybody commends as the back- 
bone of the nation, but whose problems and 
interests few people take the trouble to 
understand? May I speak to you as an 
educator and as a sociologist? May I 
speak as a member of a city library board, 
and as a member of a county library board, 
as an officer of the Colorado Library As- 
sociation, and as a member of the Executive 
Committee of the Trustees Section of the 
American Library Association. I speak 
not as a librarian, but as a friend of the 
library, that I may champion the cause of 
the underprivileged. 

We are told that this is not the psycho- 
logical time to ask financial support for 
libraries; that we had better say nothing 
about it. We are told that we should not 
have the audacity to ask for any additional 
funds. How often you have heard such 
statements as the following: “If you know 
which side your bread is buttered on, you 
will wait ’till times are better. Besides, 
it isn’t good policy to be asking for money 
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Wait until next 
year, an off-election year, and maybe we 
can do something. We are interested in 
your work, but if you'll just wait, we will 
see what we can do.” 


just before election. 


I believe most sincerely that education 
is the hope of our country today. In the 
educational field, the library is the second 
line of defense. The proper time to ask 
for help is now! Thirty-eight million 
people in America are important. I can- 
not understand how you librarians and 
trustees have thought otherwise. I wish 
I could get you to realize that children 
and adults of the country area are not 
getting a square deal. 

I believe an essential reason why federal 
aid is shoved off year after year is that 
we librarians and trustees have not been 
sold ourselves. I question whether the 
majority of us know the real situation; I 
question whether our schools of librarian- 
ship have given sufficient thought to the 
rural field and the rural problem. 

Can you not see how unfair it is for 
you of the cities to have just about any- 
thing you want in reading while we 
country people are living in library “Sa- 
haras” with an occasional oasis here and 
there? Let us not put off doing something 
any longer. Join the crusade for better 
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reading for rural folk, and county superin- 
tendents and teachers and rural boys and 
girls and adults will rise up and call you 
blessed. Do it now. 
you to get busy. 


Here I am begging 
If you are real trustees 
and real librarians, not just time servers, 
you are thinking and planning and dream- 
ing twenty four hours a day of library 
service to all the people of all the counties 
of every state in the Union. 


Wuart Is THE SITUATION 


What is the situation? In the whole 
United States about 42,000,000 people, or 
34 per cent of all the people of the country, 
are without library service. Ninety-one 
per cent of this group without library serv- 
ice are rural folk. There is not a city in 
Nebraska of 5000 population or over 
without library service, and there are few 
such cities in the United States without 
library service. “The people without such 
service in Nebraska are on the farms and in 
the villages; what is true of Nebraska is 
true of every other state in the nation. 

We commend the farmer as the back- 
bone of the nation, and then treat him like 
that. Out of 3065 counties in the United 
States, only 451 spend as much as $1000 
each upon county librarian service. Only 
one county in Nebraska qualifies; just 
2 in Iowa, § in Kansas, 3 in South Da- 
kota, none in Missouri, 21 in Wyoming, 
and 3 in Colorado. 

Or put in another way. Wyoming has 
only 2 counties without library service; 
South Dakota has 16 without; Missouri, 
33; Kansas, 2; Colorado, 14; Nebraska, 
11; and Iowa, none. There are 897 
counties in the United States without a 
single public library. 

Or illustrate it still another way. None 
of the people of Massachusetts are with- 
out library service; but 2 per cent of those 


in California, and only 3 per cent of those 
in Wyoming, while 42 per cent of those in 
Colorado, and 50 per cent of those in 
Nebraska are without library service. 
Note that every other person in Nebraska 
is without library service.. Surely that 
was not considered in the signs of the 
White State. All of the people in cities 
of 5000 population and over have library 
service. It is the people in the country 
that do not. City people would not stand 
it for a minute without library service; 
but here we are going calmly on in Colo- 
rado and Nebraska and in other states 
letting our country neighbors be hungry 
for good reading. 

You may say that country people 
would not read if they had a chance. Do 
not deceive yourselves upon that score. 
Dr. Rankin of Nebraska some years ago 
found that farm families read with as 
great eagerness and discrimination as do 
city people. So there is no weight to that 
alibi. 

Earty LEGISLATION 

We have been talking about rural li- 
braries for years. Thomas Jefferson wrote 
in 1809: “I have often thought that 
nothing could do more extensive good at 
small expense than the establishment of 
small circulating libraries in every county, 
to consist of a few well chosen books to be 
let to the people of the county under 
such regulations as would secure their safe 
return in due time.” And Indiana, in 
1816, passed a law that as county seat 
towns were established and lots sold in 
those towns, 10 per cent of the proceeds 
could be set aside for the use of public 
libraries of such counties. Yet without 
our tremendous advance of city schools 
and city libraries, we have 38,000,000 
rural people, 91 per cent of the rural popu- 
lation, still without library service, while 
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only 8 per cent of urban people are with- 
out library service. 


DEPRIVED OF LIBRARIES 


Do you think it quite fair that boys and 
girls, just because they live in the country, 
should be deprived of books and libraries 
and the opportunity to read? It isn’t their 
fault that they lack such facilities. I 
wonder if it isn’t your fault; I wonder 
if it isn’t my fault. Isn’t it time we did 
something about it? 

What is needed now is promotion and 
publicity. It is a matter of the people, the 
children, and the educators speaking up. 
I consider this the challenge; it means 
hard work and lots of it. Most good 
causes demand hard work and much un- 
selfish effort. Whoever heard of a worth- 
while adventure in an uncharted field that 
did not take sacrifice and work. And if 
ever there were an uncharted field, that 
of library service to all the people is one. If 
we want these services badly enough, we 
can have them. If we feel the responsi- 
bility for the plight of these 38 million 
rural people keenly enough, we can right 
the wrong. I believe the essential be- 
ginnings rest squarely with librarians and 
trustees. It was John Knox with a re- 
ligious fervor little known in these days 
who exclaimed “Give me Scotland or I 
die.” Would that librarians and trustees 
and other friends had a little of the spirit 
of John Knox. Talk about a cause worth 
dying for! Here is a cause worth living 
for! 

And now what can we do about it? 
What we need in any activity worth the 
name is friends and friends and still more 
friends. Someone has said, “A friend is a 
person who knows all about you and is 
still your friend.” Another suggested, 
“Get acquainted with your neighbor and 


you might like him,” and “In union there 
is strength.” Benjamin Franklin said at 
the time of the Revolutionary War, ““We 
must all hang together or we will all hang 
separately.” Another, in using a little 
bit of slang remarked, “United we stand; 
divided we are sunk.” In practically any 
activity worthy of the name the people are 
organized, whether for good or for ill. 
What could the librarians and trustees of 
this state do, if united? “They could put 
good reading in the reach of all Nebraska 
homes. 


RuRAL PEOPLE WANT Books 


The nearest approach in organization in 
the educational field, perhaps, is the Par- 
ent Teacher Association, a powerful or- 
ganization in many states and in many 
counties. Librarians, trustees, readers, 
school officials, representatives from over 
the community, and children; let them get 
together, help them to organize, and then 
let them be heard. In church, in play, 
in business, in study in politics, we get 
together and plan, if we expect results. 
Even now it is said that if two persons 
want to do something they have to form 
a club to do it. Rural people want books 
and we in the cities certainly want rural 
people to have them, but how true it is 
that though there may be thousands of 
people wanting things; standing alone as 
individuals they do not succeed, but stand- 
ing together, they do. 

So call together the groups, organize 
them. These groups should be repre- 
sentative in all the groups in the county 
interested in library service and reading. 
Librarians themselves must be interested 
far beyond the activities and interests of 
their own libraries. 


A good librarian 
must be aggressive and not just a press- 
the-button automaton, who does just what 
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she is asked to do and no more. Real 
librarians constantly will be pounding 
against each barrier or wall of restricted 
library service. When those now inter- 
ested in libraries—trustees and librarians 
—get the vision of reading for all the 
people, then all the people will get books 
to read. “Without vision, the people 
perish,” was so well said by one of the 
prophets of the Old Testament. Have 
you the vision? Then “come over into 
Macedonia and help us.” 

It was a genuine pleasure to me to hear 
Miss Culver say in her acceptance speech 
as president of the American Library Asso- 
ciation that she considered the 42,000,000 
non-booked people of the United States as 
the leading problem for the A.L.A., and 
that she took it as her assignment to do 
all that she could in that direction. She 
is dead right. 


Democracy DEPENDS ON EDUCATION 


But what is it we can do? In the vari- 
ous libraries already established we can 
work the books much harder. The circu- 
lation is far from what it might be in 
many of our libraries if only effort were 
made to increase that circulation. In every 
state we should promote library service to 
all the people everywhere. We should 
be engaged in genuine missionary work, 
in real crusades. For in a very real sense 
our lives, our fortunes, and our homes are 
at stake. A democracy to succeed depends 
upon the education of its people. 

Preachers should be urged to tell what 
they would like libraries to do. Teachers 
and parents have many valuable sugges- 
tions. Business men and women, service 
clubs, women’s clubs, writers’ clubs, liter- 
ary clubs, all will become interested in 
the library, when the library is interested 
in them. All that is needed is an enthu- 





siastic librarian and a few determined 
citizens. 

The price of a movie, a single movie, 
from everyone in the country once a year, 
transferred to the libraries, would double 
library income. Believe it or not. Eighty 
or ninety million people attend movies 
each week. In two weeks a number more 
than equivalent to the population of the 
United States has attended. We cannot 
afford library service? If we just stay 
away from two movies, we can furnish per 
capita more money than is now furnished 
for library service in the United States. 

What can be done as far as a state is 
concerned, in your state and mine? Of 
first importance to the library problem are 
the county commissioners who understand 
and who are for equal educational oppor- 
tunities for rural people. Are the com- 
missioners of your county so interested? 
Do they know the library law enabling 
counties to set up library service? The 
chances are that they do not unless you 
or some other interested person has ex- 
plained the law to them. You can set this 
down that the county commissioners will 
not do much for the reading interests of 
their counties unless you and other inter- 
ested people are enthusiastic and aggres- 
sive for the underprivileged of the farms 
and villages. 


CouNTY ORGANIZATIONS 


In every county there are school boards 
and P.T.A.’s, luncheon clubs, women’s 
clubs, chambers of commerce, the Grange, 
the farmers union, the teachers associa- 
tion, the county superintendent, the edi- 
tors of the newspapers, the preachers, the 
county agricultural agent, the home demon- 
stration agent, and the children. And do 
not omit the children. 

Do country children want books? A 
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third-grade girl writing to me said: “We 
need books for our school because we like 
to read and because we don’t have hardly 
any. Books are the best friends we have. 
They are always with us, whether we are 
sick or well. We 
can play with a fairy queen or a goblin. 
We can visit far away places and never 
get tired.”” Could any of us say it better? 


They never are cross. 


Get Support oF Many Groups 


If you are looking for a real job, get 
as many of these groups as possible on 
your side of the fence. If we do not 
think our program is worthwhile, we need 
not expect others to think it worthwhile. 
Out of these various groups, each county 
should have a “Friends of the Library” 
group. It will be lots of fun and lots 
of work, but the results will surprise you. 

A major job immediately before us is 
the federal aid bill which has been ready 
to present to Congress for a year or two 
but which has been postponed and post- 
poned. It would be a very definite boon 
to library service for rural people in your 
state and mine. We must get behind it. 


INFORM THE LEGISLATURE 


Then there is the legislature. The 
members should be informed as to the 
library situation compared with the situa- 
tion in other states. They should be 
informed of the irregularities in library 
opportunity in different sections of the 
state, and the need to put education and 
library service for rural folks upon as sound 
a basis as that for city folks. Every friend 
of rural people has a definite responsibility 
here. 

The task ahead is as big as you wish to 
make it. Friends of the library, indi- 
vidually and collectively, will you accept 
the challenge? 





Trustee News from Midwinter 


BETWEEN 250 and 300 trustees and li- 
brarians attended the program of the 
Trustees Section Friday afternoon, De- 
cember 27. M. W. Fodor, foreign cor- 
respondent, Chicago Daily News, and 
lecturer at the Illinois Institute of Tech- 
nology, was the principal speaker. Of 
foreign birth, and for the past nineteen 
years a reporter for American newspapers, 
Mr. Fodor presented a challenge to 
American libraries. He pictured the 
devastation in Europe, the destruction of 
libraries, museums, and art galleries, and 
urged us to make plans for the preservation 
of “the last line of defense” against the 
dictators and their propaganda. 

Preceding Mr. Fodor, Chairman 
Weadock reviewed the accomplishments of 
the section and set forth plans for the 
future. 

An interesting symposium was held in 
which three trustees and two librarians 
discussed their ideas about the kind of 
librarian and the kind of trustee, respec- 
tively, each would like for his library. 
Participating for the trustees were: Mrs. 
E. S. Cooper, Hammond, Ind.; Mrs. 
Hiram Cole Houghton, Jr., Red Oak, 
Iowa, president of the Iowa Library As- 
sociation; Irving Dilliard, Collinsville, 
Ill., president of the Illinois Library 
Association, Trustees Section, and of the 
editorial staff, St. Louis Post Dispatch; 
for the librarians: Earl W. Browning, 
Public Library, Peoria, Ill.; and Milton 
J. Ferguson, Public Library, Brooklyn. 

The following read_ by 
William E. Marcus, chairman of the 
Resolutions Committee, was adopted: 


resolution 


The Trustees Section of the American 
Library Association has noted with extreme 
regret and sorrow the passing, on October 
14, 1940, of one of its most valuable mem- 
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bers, Francis Sullivan. For many years Mr. 
Sullivan has been regularly in attendance 
at both the annual meetings of the A.L.A. 
and the midwinter sessions. To every such 
gathering of trustees he has contributed en- 
couragement, inspiration, good cheer, ideas, 
and ideals which have been of great value in 
the proceedings of the Trustees Section. Mr. 
Sullivan possessed the rare ability of interest- 
ing not only his own distinguished Board 
of Trustees of the Brooklyn Public Library 
but trustees of many other libraries where 
he was heard and valued. 

Since his interest in public libraries was 
but one of the many civic and educational 
activities of Mr. Sullivan, the Trustees Sec- 
tion was fortunate indeed to be the bene- 
ficiary of his time and thought. We 
gratefully acknowledge our indebtedness to 
him and the privilege of honoring his mem- 
ory, as he has honored the office of trustee- 
ship. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the 
members of the family of Mr. Sullivan and 
to the Board of Trustees of the Brooklyn 
Public Library, which has enjoyed his valu- 
able service, and move that a copy of this 
letter be forwarded to them and to his 
library board. 


The new by-laws, mailed to each mem- 
ber in November, were adopted with the 
following changes: 

Article IV, Section 1, Officers and 
Terms: The last sentence was made to 
read, “The chairman shall be elected in 
the odd calendar year and the treasurer 
in the even calendar year.” This change 
simply reverses the original order of the 
years for the election of the chairman and 
the treasurer. 

Article V, Section 3, Terms: Substitute 
the following paragraph—“At the next 
annual meeting of the Section, four (4) 
members of the Board of Directors shall 
be elected to serve for a period of one (1) 
year and four (4) members shall be elected 
to serve for a period of two (2) years, 
and annually thereafter four (4) members 
shall be elected to serve for a period of 
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two (2) years’—for the proposed para- 
graph, “The directors at large shall be 
elected from the members of the Division 
for two-year terms, which terms shall 
overlap so as to insure continuity of 
policy.” 

Chairman Weadock expressed his appre- 
ciation to Grace W. Estes, who had so ably 
assisted the section in the past and who 
resigned as a member of A.L.A. head- 
quarters staff September 1 to accept the 
librarianship of the Osterhout Free Li- 
brary, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

At the Executive Committee meeting 
Friday, December 27, plans were made for 
a committee to promote membership in the 
section, an editorial committee, and a 
nominating committee. 

Plans for the Boston Conference, June 
19-25, were discussed. A program com- 
mittee was appointed and work toward 
the arrangements for the Trustees Section 
were made. 

The trustees held two informal break- 
fast meetings, Friday and Saturday, and 
an informal dinner meeting Friday at 
6:30. B. F. Coen, Fort Collins, Colo., 
Harold J. Baily, Brooklyn, and W. E. 
Marcus, Montclair, N.J., represented the 
states farthest distant from Chicago. 
Other states having representatives at the 
Trustees Section meetings were: Ohio, 
Iowa, Indiana, and Illinois. 

It was with deepest regret that the 
Executive Committee accepted the resigna- 
tion of Angus Snead Macdonald from 
its membership. Mr. Macdonald, due to 
pressure from defense orders, felt he would 
not have the opportunity to work actively 
as amember. Harold J. Baily, Brooklyn, 
was appointed to fill the unexpired term 
of Mr. Macdonald. 


Mary C. Knaus, Secretary-Treasurer 
A.L.A. Trustees Section 
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Reproduction of Materials Code 

THE STATEMENT OF POLICY with re- 
gard to the reproduction of library ma- 
terials, which was prepared by Keyes D. 
Metcalf at the request of the Association 
of Research Libraries, is printed in full as 
adopted by the Council at the midwinter 
meeting. 


1. Non-CopyrigHt MATERIAL (published 
works not copyrighted in the United States, 
or on which copyright has expired). 

a. Out-of-Print. There appear to be no 
legal or ethical reasons for any restrictions 
on library reproduction of such materials, 
either for use within the institution or for 
sale. 

b. In Print. There are no legal restric- 
tions on reproduction of such materials, 
whether of foreign or domestic origin. In 
the case of works which have not been 
copyrighted in the United States, however, 
it is evident that it would not be in the best 
interests of scholarship to engage in wide- 
spread reproduction which would deprive 
the publisher of income to which he appears 
to be entitled and might result in suspension 
of the publication. It is recommended, 
therefore, that before reproducing uncopy- 
righted material less than twenty years old, 
either for sale or for use within the library, 
libraries should ascertain whether or not 
the publication is still in print and, if it is 
in print, should refrain from reproducing 
whole number or volumes or series of vol- 
umes. This recommendation does not ap- 
ply to reproduction of individual articles or 
extracts which are to be reproduced without 
profit. 


II. CopyrigHt MATERIAL 


a. Out-of-Print. This material enjoys 
the complete protection of the Copyright 





Law but the courts recognize that “fair 
use,” which includes reasonable copying, may 
be made of copyright material. The final 
determination as to whether any act of 
copying is a “fair use” rests with the courts. 
But the practical and customary meaning 
of “fair use” applicable to reproduction for 
research purposes was agreed upon in 1935 
by the National Association of Book Pub- 
lishers and the Joint Committee on Mate- 
rials for Research. The Book Publishers 
Bureau, which now exercises the functions 
of the old association, has acknowledged 
the agreement. The agreement recognizes 
the right of a library to make and deliver 
a single photographic reproduction of a part 
of a book or periodical volume in which 
copyright still subsists to a scholar who 
represents in writing that he desires such 
reproduction in lieu of loan of such publi- 
cation or in place of manual transcription 
and solely for purposes of research. The 
agreement requires (1) that the library 
give to the person receiving the reproduction 
due notice in writing that he is not exempt 
from liability to the copyright proprietor for 
any infringement of copyright by misuse of 
the reproduction and (2) that the library 
furnish such reproduction without profit to 
itself. It is recommended that, in all cases 
which do not clearly come within the scope 
of the agreement, either the scholar requir- 
ing the reproduction or the library to which 
the request is made seek the permission of 
the copyright owner before reproducing 
copyright material. Special care is called 
for in the case of illustrations or articles 
that are covered by a special copyright in 
addition to the general copyright on the 
whole book or periodical. Attention is 
called to the fact that a publisher’s permis- 
sion is not legal protection to the library 
unless the publisher is either the copyright 
owner or an agent of the owner duly author- 
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ized to grant such permission. 

b. In Print. Legally there is no distinc- 
tion between in print and out-of-print copy- 
right material. Reproduction of in print 
material, however, is more likely to bring 
financial harm to the owner of the copy- 
right, and it is recommended that libraries 
be even more careful than in the case of 
out-of-print material. 


III. MANUSCRIPTS 


Manuscript material is protected by com- 
mon law but the restrictions on its repro- 
duction are probably less rigid than those 
on copyright material. Reproduction may 
probably be made to assist genuine scholarly 
research if no publication is involved. Li- 
braries should, however, be careful to ob- 
serve any restrictions of copying such 
material that have been stipulated by the 
donor. 

It is recommended that when acquiring 
manuscripts, libraries seek a definite under- 
standing regarding the publication rights, 
since, in manuscripts, the literary property, 
as distinct from the physical property, usu- 
ally belongs to the author or his heirs. It 
is further recommended that, when consent 
to publication is given by the donor, evi- 
dence be secured that he has actually ac- 
quired the literary property or is authorized 
to act for the owner of the literary property. 


Esther Hall Dixon 


THE FRrienpDs OF LisRARIES COMMIT- 
TEE paid the following tribute during the 
midwinter meeting to Esther Hall Dixon, 
who for the past fourteen years has been 
a member of the headquarters staff. 


Necessary competence on the part of paid 
officials is to be taken for granted. Even 
in an age sprayed with the social significance 
of the individual worker, the satisfactory 
performance of one’s duties is still a re- 
spected tradition. It is thoroughly alive 
throughout the staff of the American Li- 
brary Association Headquarters. 

But there are persons who, from time to 
time, raise their heads above the horizon 
of even high standards of daily perform- 


ance, and such a one is Esther Hall Dixon. 

From December, 1926, until October, 
1940, Mrs. Dixon was associated with the 
development of special memberships; she re- 
ceived the title and the responsibilities of 
Executive Assistant in the Special Member- 
ship and Endowment Division. In 1935, it 
was decided to include the promotion of 
Friends of the Library groups with this 
division. Mrs. Dixon became the dynamo 
from which there was developed much of 
the energy that has made this activity one 
of the vitally significant functions of the 
A.L.A. Members of the present and past 
Friends of Libraries Committees hereby tes- 
tify to the value of her service to this par- 
ticular division of the A.L.A.’s work, express 
our regret at her departure, and extend to 
her our best wishes for success and happiness 
in her new work. 


Members Wanted 


THE MEMBERSHIP CoMMITTEE of the 
Section for Library Work with Children 
requests the support of A.L.A. members 
in keeping this section professionally alive. 
All members of the A.L.A. may join; 
section dues are one dollar. Send your 
dollar to the treasurer, Jane A. Darrah, 
Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore. 


Foreign Importations 


THE REPORT of the Joint Committee 
on Foreign Importations to the Council 
at the midwinter meeting, made by its 
chairman, H. M. Lydenberg, was based 
mainly on its Statement Number Three, 
which was issued on September 23, 1940. 

This statement came as a result of visits 
to Portugal, Spain, Italy, and Germany 
by Mr. Robert J. C. Lingel, vice chair- 
man of the committee, between June 5 
and July 10, 1940. 

In substance it advised libraries in this 
country to store their material in satis- 
factory places on the Continent, such as 
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Leipzig, The Hague, Rome, and Paris, 
rather than attempt to bring it over as 
book post. Freight and parcel post ship- 
ments cannot be made in any case. This 
does not apply, of course, to shipments 
from the British Isles which are being 
received with a moderate degree of regu- 
larity. 

Before the 10th day of May, 1940, the 
committee had hoped it might be able to 
establish an inspection point on the Con- 
The British 
government countered with an acceptance 
of this idea in principle, but a stipulation 
of London instead of the Continent as an 
inspection point. Events of the summer, 
however, demonstrated beyond doubt that 
no peaceful shipments could be made to 
London from the Continent except such 
a place as Lisbon. 
committee’s 


tinent in a neutral country. 


This explains the 
recommendation of 
rather than transportation. 

The committee stated that it has no 
authority in this matter and is authorized 
to do no more than make recommenda- 
tions. It made plain that libraries have 
a perfect right to choose other agents and 
other means. 


storage 


If libraries choose to use 
the trans-Siberian route and make ship- 
ments across the Pacific, the path is open 
to them. 

Since Statement Number Three was 
issued negotiations with British authori- 
ties have continued, but the outcome is 
too uncertain to justify any details. 


Library Extension News 


FEDERAL AID and rural library exten- 
sion were endorsed by the Associated 
Women of the American Farm Bureau 
Federation, meeting in Baltimore Decem- 
ber 9, in the following resolution: 


The importance of rural education and the 


need for expanded library facilities cannot 
be overestimated. Because of the mobility 
of our population, the local taxing unit is 
no longer solely responsible for the educa- 
tion of the children born in that unit. 
Therefore, further federal aid to education 
on the basis of need should be given. We 
urge that rural library facilities be ex- 
panded as rapidly as may be economically 
feasible. 


The Washington State Library Associa- 
tion and the Friends of the Library State 
Committee are working for legislation (1) 
to establish a state library commission of 
five persons (three appointed by the Gov- 
ernor, the president of the library associa- 
tion, and the superintendent of public 
instruction) to administer the state library, 
which is now set up in the Department of 
Education; (2) to secure an adequate 
appropriation for the state library, includ- 
ing the addition of a field organizer; and 
(3) to amend the county library law to 
empower county commissioners to appro- 
priate county funds from taxation for 
counties contracting for rural library serv- 
ice. 
The New Hampshire Public Library 
Commission’s budget request includes pro- 
vision for drivers and maintenance for the 
two regional book automobiles, for re- 
placement of the oldest one, and for addi- 
tional book funds. 

The first Illinois State Library book- 
mobile demonstration began in Coles 
County in December, with headquarters 
at the Mattoon Public Library. All the 
libraries in the county are cooperating— 
the two public libraries, the normal univer- 
sity library, and the county school library. 
Coles County was selected because it was 
typical, and because of the whole-hearted 
enthusiasm and promise of cooperation on 
the part of all interested groups. At the 


end of the ten-months demonstration, the 
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county hopes to make permanent provision 
for continuing the service. 

St. Louis established its first book- 
mobile service on January 3, when the 
Hanford Crawford Bookmobile Branch 
was formally opened for inspection. A 
memorial gift of $5000 made the project 
possible. It is a standard bus, 24 feet long, 
with inside shelving for 1500 books. With 
a regular staff of three librarians and a 
driver, the bookmobile will make neighbor- 
hood and school stops on a regular sched- 
ule, replacing delivery stations. 

Branch libraries or stations are being 
operated in federal housing projects in 
Louisville, Memphis, Pittsburgh, Indian- 
apolis, and Columbia, §.C., according to 
Public Housing, weekly news sheet of 
the United States Housing Authority for 
August, 1940. In Cleveland, the public 
library book caravan makes frequent stops 
at the Lakeview Terrace project. The 
Allegheny County (Pennsylvania) Hous- 
ing Authority recently proposed to the 
county commissioners that they contract 
with the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh 
to furnish books to urban and rural areas 
in the county through local housing proj- 
ects. 

The Nova Scotia Regional Libraries 
Commission is cooperating with the Ca- 
nadian Legion War Services, Inc., in pro- 
viding libraries for the forces in the 
Maritime Provinces and Newfoundland, 
by lending Nora Bateson, its director of li- 
braries, to select the books and arrange for 
their distribution. This will help and not 
retard regional library development, ac- 
cording to the director of the Legion’s 
educational services, who says (as quoted 
in the Bulletin of the Maritime Library 
Association, December, 1940), “Contacts 
which the men will have with such a de- 
veloping library service would have an in- 





calculable influence on the future of library 
work in Canada when they return to civil 


life.” 
J. W. MERRILL 


Graduate Library School 
Honored 


IN CONNECTION with the fiftieth anni- 
versary celebration of the University of 
Chicago, the Board of Education for Li- 
brarianship arranged a meeting at the 
university, December 30, 1940, in recogni- 
tion of the Graduate Library School. 
Eighty librarians and library school faculty 
members attended the meeting and visited 
the library of the school, where attrac- 
tive exhibits illustrating the work of the 
faculty and students were displayed. 

Helen M. Harris, chairman of the 
board, called attention to the special 
significance of the general theme of the 
anniversary celebration, New Frontiers in 
Education and Research, as it applies to 
the Graduate Library School. Frederic 
Woodward, vice president emeritus of the 
university and director of the anniversary 
celebration, welcomed the group. Lucy 
E. Fay, president of the Association of 
American Library Schools, extended the 
greetings of that association. 

The place of the Graduate Library 
School as a pioneer in research and in- 
vestigation in librarianship pervaded the 
addresses of Robert M. Lester, secretary 
of the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, Charles H. Compton, member of the 
board, and Dean Louis R. Wilson, Gradu- 
ate Library School. Recalling the early 
interest of leaders in the library profession 
in founding a school devoted to investiga- 
tion of library problems, Dr. Lester 
reviewed the circumstances of the establish- 
ment of the library school and the subsidies 
granted by the Carnegie Corporation of 
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New York in support of its activities. Mr. 
Compton cited publications, surveys, and 
institutes as valuable contributions of the 
school but emphasized as even more im- 
portant its fostering of a critical, evaluat- 
ing attitude toward library problems and 
procedures. Mr. Compton paid tribute to 
Dean Wilson for leadership in developing 
the Graduate Library School, for service 
as a member and chairman of the Board of 
Education for Librarianship, his establish- 
ment of the library school of the University 
of North Carolina, and other activities in 
education for librarianship. 

Dean Wilson reviewed the accomplish- 
ments of the library school and described 
in detail its present program and plans 
for future development. Mr. Compton 
moved the adoption of a resolution express- 
ing the interest of the library profession 
in the school and appreciation for its con- 
tributions to librarianship. It is expected 
that the papers presented will be published 
by the Graduate Library School. 

ANITA M. HOostTetrer 


Executive Board Action 


ACTION TAKEN by the Executive Board 
at its meetings during the midwinter con- 
ference at the Drake Hotel, December 28 
to 30, resulted in the appointment of a 
special committee and two new subcommit- 
tees. The board approved a_recom- 
mendation presented by John R. Russell, 
chairman of a temporary committee, that a 
Committee on Devastated Libraries be ap- 
pointed to explore further the extent of 
the need for aid and the means to be em- 
ployed in 
braries. 


devastated li- 
Authorization was given to the 


rehabilitating 


president to appoint corresponding mem- 
bers from Latin America as a subcom- 
mittee of the Committee on Library 


Cooperation with Latin America. A Sub- 
committee on College and University Li- 
brary Buildings is to be added to the 
Committee on Library Architecture and 
Building Planning, as a result of approval 
of a recommendation of the committee and 
officers of the A.C.R.L. The subcom- 
mittee will be available for consultation 
on college and university library building 
plans; will solicit and make reports on 
new buildings; will develop, if possible, a 
consulting service (if possible, with fee) ; 
will work for improvement in standards 
and practices in college and university 
planning; and, if possible, will develop a 
useful monograph on successful planning 
of college and university library building. 

Other Latin American matters acted on 
by the board were: ratification of a proj- 
ect for aiding libraries in cultural institutes 
in Latin America; approval of a project for 
books for Latin America; approval of a 
project for sending librarians or cata- 
logers to Latin America; all subject to the 
obtaining of special funds. 

A communication in regard to emer- 
gency federal aid from the Federal Rela- 
tions Committee was approved. On 
presentation to the Council later, it was 
also approved by that body. 

After consideration of several invitations 
for the 1942 annual conference, Mil- 
waukee was selected, with the meeting to 
be held the fourth week of June. The 
midwinter conference for 1941 was voted 
to be held December 28 to 31 at the Drake 
Hotel in Chicago. 

It was voted that the Executive Board 
express its appreciation to the Carnegie 
Corporation of New York for the grant 
of $17,900 for emergency library activities. 

Other matters approved by the board 
were a study of college and university li- 
braries by the A.C.R.L. Committee on 
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National Defense, recommendations of the 
Editorial Committee, a statement by the 
Book Post Committee, a report on cur- 
rent finances, and revision of the Union 
List of Serials salaries budget. 

The officers of the A.L.A. were author- 
ized to continue conversations with the 
American Red Cross on a possible national 
campaign for books for devastated li- 
braries, war prisoners, refugee camps, and 
possible domestic needs. 


Staff Changes at A.L.A. 


Byron C. Hopkins, who has been ap- 
pointed editor of the 4.L.4. Bulletin, be- 
gan his new duties late in December. He 
received his A.B. from Carroll College and 
attended Columbia University, School of 
Library Service, where he received his B.S. 
and in addition fulfilled the residence re- 
quirements for his M.S. degree. Mr. 
Hopkins has just completed a survey of the 
readers advisory service in the New York 
Public Library under the auspices of the 
American Association for Adult Educa- 
tion, and prior to that time had served as 
assistant in the Public Library at Wauke- 
sha, Wis., and as reference and assistant 
librarian of Cooper Union in New York 
City. 

Helen E. Kinsey came to the Booflist in 
January as assistant in charge of children’s 
books. She was granted a B.S. in Library 
Science from the University of Washing- 
tion, School of Librarianship, and later 
completed the residence requirements for 
the M.S. degree at the Columbia Univer- 
sity, School of Library Service. Miss 
Kinsey’s recent experience has been as chil- 
dren’s librarian in several branches of 
the Brooklyn Public Library. She was 
formerly children’s librarian in the Jackson 





County Library at Medford, Ore. 

Miss Kinsey and Mr. Hopkins succeed 
Alice L. Brunat and Elizabeth Bond, re- 
spectively, both of whom were lent to 
A.L.A. Headquarters by the Minneapolis 
Public Library on leaves of absence for sev- 
eral months. 

Earl C. Graham has been appointed 
senior editorial assistant in the publishing 
department and began work as of January 
1. He received his A.B. degree from 
Simpson College, his B.S. in education 
from Ohio State University, and a certi- 
ficate from the University of California 
School of Librarianship. His library ex- 
perience includes work both in the library 
and School of Librarianship at the Uni- 
versity of California. He has also had 
three years of editorial experience in the 
publishing field. 

The position of junior editorial assistant 
in the publishing department was filled 
on February 1 by Eleanor J. Blum. Her 
duties will be chiefly in connection with 
the editing and production of Subscription 
Books Bulletin, the Hospital Book Guide, 
Journal of Documentary Reproduction, 
and Booklist supplements. Miss Blum 
holds a B.A. from Mississippi State Col- 
lege for Women and a B.S. from Columbia 
University, School of Library Service. 
She has had experience as high school li- 
brarian, teacher-librarian and instructor in 
library science, and has worked for several 
years in a book store. She comes to A.L.A. 
Headquarters directly from Robert E. Lee 
High School in Staunton, Va., where she 
has been high school librarian and also in 
charge of elementary school libraries. 
Miss Blum’s editorial experience was 
gained primarily as an extracurricular ac- 
tivity while in college. 
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THE CLEARING HOUSE 
Brief News of General Interest 


Preparedness and the Library 


The National Defense Program: How 
to Comply with It, is a new annotated 
bibliography on how to sell to the govern- 
ment; how to bid on contracts; how to 
finance defense orders; and in general how 
to keep informed on the national defense 
activities. It appears in the December, 
1940 issue of 
Sources and may be obtained from the 
Business Information Bureau of the Cleve- 
land Public Library; price 10c. 

The December and January issues of 
Business Literature, published by the Busi- 
ness Branch of the Newark Public Library, 
are also devoted to the national defense 
program. Books and magazine articles on 
the financing of defense, the mobilization 
of industry, and production under emerg- 
ency conditions, are listed. Both issues 
may be obtained free upon request from 
The Business Branch, 
Street, Newark. 

The bibliographies implement the R. 
Russell Munn article, Preparedness Needs 
and the Library, which appeared in the 
January Bulletin. 


Business Information 


34 Commerce 


Latin America Poster 


Good Neighbors, a three color poster 
for the Latin America book shelf, is avail- 
able from the Women’s International 
League for Peace and Freedom, 14 Beacon 
Street, Room 812, Boston. The price is 
10¢ ; 8¢ each for 25 or more plus postage. 
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New Sources of Information 

WRITTEN for the December issue of 
Special Libraries, “Mobilizing War Econ- 
omy Materials,” by Eleanor S. Cavanaugh, 
librarian of Standard Statistics Co., New 
York, is of value to any librarian faced 
with new problems and materials as the re- 
sult of the national defense program. The 
article suggests first sources of information 
for such subjects as war legislation, war 
contracts, plant capacity, price control, 
conscription, housing, and foreign rela- 
tions. 


Inter-American Art 

THE GROWING INTEREST in Latin 
America has brought about an increase in 
museum exhibitions of modern and an- 
cient art from the southern republics. 
The Committee on Inter-American Art of 
the American Council of Learned So- 
cieties would like to discover whether this 
curiosity extends to the clientele of pub- 
lic libraries throughout the country, so 
that the committee could take steps to 
assemble exhibition materials suitable for 
loan shows institutions. The 
committee hopes that interested librarians 
will write to Dr. George C. Vaillant, 
American Museum of Natural History, 
15 West 77th Street, New York City, to 
tell him of their requirements so that the 
Committee on Inter-American Art can 
form a clearer picture of what local needs 
are, and thus find adequate means for 
satisfying them. 


in such 











Kalamazoo Has a Display Case 

WHEN A LIBRARY is 24 feet from the 
street and 14 steps above the street level 
it is very easy for the passerby not to feel 
an urge to step in; anyway, he probably 
has no idea of what kind of books they 
have in there, so why make the effort. 

But the Kalamazoo Public Library de- 
cided this bad psychology must be over- 
come, and, with the help of a generous 
friend, they have taken the books right 
to the sidewalk to attract the attention 
and the interest of the passerby. 

A display case of glass and alumilite (an 
aluminum alloy with pale gray satin 
finish) has been constructed close to the 
Inside, the books 
are arranged in tempting displays. 

The case has two fronts, each 54” long 
and facing a street of the corner; it is 24” 
deep, rises 88” above the walk, but is only 
46” from the floor to the ceiling. The 
interior, cork panels set in the alumilite, 
is a pale gray to blend with the metal ; the 
floor, gray linoleum. ‘There are movable 
partitions which can be used to divide the 
case into two or three compartments, and 


corner of the grounds. 
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also a complete set of adjustable panels 
which may be painted any color when 
colored backgrounds are desired. 

Fluorescent lights set in the ceiling light 
the case brilliantly and add greatly to its 
attractiveness. Indeed, few people pass 
by, day or night, without pausing to look 
at the contents. 

One of the best window decorators in 
the city has advised us concerning the most 
useful gadgets to buy for use in arranging 
displays, and experience has taught its in- 
evitable lessons. On one side of the case 
the new books for the next week are shown 
for five days, then removed to the inside 
of the library where for two days patrons 
have the opportunity of close examination 
On the other side 
special exhibits are shown on particular 
subjects, such as fishing, garden books, 
astronomy, music, democracy, and sum- 
mer vacations. 


which many enjoy. 


Objects from the museum 
department add to many of these displays, 
and a little card explains that many of 
these objects may be borrowed from the 
museum. 


Does the “silent salesman” work? It 
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does. It has brought people into the li- 
brary who had never entered before; re- 
serves are constantly left for books in the 
displays; a businessman and_ taxpayer 
remarked one day, “I am so busy that I 
seldom get into the library but that 
window helps me to know what you are 
doing.” And who can estimate the value 


of good will? 


Fiora B. Roserts, Librarian 
Kalamazoo, Mich., Public Library 


Grants to Negro Colleges 


THE CARNEGIE CORPORATION OF NEW 
YorK, on the recommendation of its ad- 
visory group on academic libraries, made 
grants at its mid-October meeting totaling 
$100,000 for library development in Ne- 
gro colleges through the purchase of books 
for general undergraduate reading. 

The 28 colleges participating in the 
grants are: Alcorn Agricultural and 
Mechanical College, Alcorn, Miss. ; 
Arkansas Agricultural, Mechanical, and 
Normal College, Pine Bluff, Ark.; Bar- 
ber-Scotia Junior College, Concord, N.C. ; 
Bennett College, Greensboro, N.C.; Dil- 
lard University, New Orleans; Dunbar 
Junior College, Little Rock, Ark.; Fay- 
etteville State Teachers College, Fayette- 
ville, N.C.; Fort Valley State College, 
Fort Valley, Ga.; Houston College for 
Negroes, Houston; Lincoln University, 
Jefferson City, Mo.; Louisville Municipal 
College for Negroes, Louisville; Miner 
Teachers College, Washington, D.C.; 
Morgan State College, Baltimore; Okla- 
homa Colored Agricultural and Normal 
University, Langston; Paine College, 
Augusta, Ga.; Philander Smith College, 
Little Rock, Ark.; Prairie View State 


Normal and Industrial College, Prairie ° 


View, Tex.; Shaw University, Raleigh, 
N.C.; South Carolina State Agricultural 
and Mechanical College, Orangeburg, 
S.C.; Southern University and Agricul- 
tural and Mechanical College, Scotland- 
ville, La.; Talladega College, Talladega, 
Ala.; Tougaloo College, Tougaloo, Miss. ; 
Virginia State College for Negroes, Et- 
trick; Virginia Union University, Rich- 
mond; West Virginia State College, In- 
stitute; Wilberforce University, Wilber- 
force, Ohio; Xavier University, New Or- 
leans; and Atlanta University (for alloca- 
tion of its constituent colleges) Atlanta. 


Bibliographical Center Moves 


THE PHILADELPHIA BIBLIOGRAPHICAL 
CENTER has moved to the Fine Arts 
Building of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Under a new grant of $20,000 
from the Carnegie Corporation of New 
York, Mary Louise Alexander will direct 
the planning and Rudolf Hirsch of the 
New York Public Library has been added 
to the staff as the director of the Union 
Library Catalogue. 

The recently completed survey of Phila- 
delphia libraries, soon to be published, 
will make it possible for librarians in the 
area to compare their holdings, set up 
fields of specialization, and give the users 
of libraries greatly increased service 
through a broadened inter-library loan 
policy. 

Simultaneous with the Carnegie grant, 
the university announced the appointment 
of Dr. Charles W. David as Director of 
Libraries at the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. The office of director of libraries 
was created to coordinate the work of the 
university’s general library, its numerous 
departmental libraries, and the new Bibli- 
ographical Center. 








Analyzing College and University 
Library Figures 


By JOHN S. RICHARDS 


Executive Assistant, University of Washington Library. Member, 
Subcommittee on Budgets, Compensation, and Schemes of 
Service of Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. 


HE ANNUAL TABLES of general and 
p ioe statistics for libraries in insti- 
tutions of higher education included in 
this issue of the Bulletin follow the same 
form and arrangement as in recent years. 
Again the work of the would-be analyst is 
impeded by many blank spaces labeled “‘not 
reported” and “salary confidential.” 
These statistical omissions make it impos- 
sible to secure a complete picture of con- 
ditions in libraries of institutions of higher 
education. 


COLLEGE AND UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES 


Fifty-one college and university libraries 
out of 62 circularized sent in statistical 
reports in time to be included in this 
tabulation. This is a better record of 
participation than for past years, and per- 
haps indicates that college and university 
librarians are coming to realize the value 


of being represented in these annual sta- 
tistics, incomplete though they be. 

In order to make comparisons, 23 insti- 
tutions were selected which had reported 
full statistics for 2 years. From these 
figures it appears that the total college 
and university expenditures have increased 
about 4.7 per cent, while the total library 
expenditures of these same _ institutions 
have increased about 1.4 per cent. In 
terms of the university budget, these li- 
braries spent 4.3 per cent of the total 
budget for the year 1939-40 as against 
4 per cent in 1938-39. 

In the field of professional salaries we 
find some small advances, most noticeable 
in the increase of minimum salaries. This 
tendency can be shown to best advantage 
by comparing the median salaries, both 
minimum and maximum, in effect May 1, 
1936, with those in effect May 1, 1940. 


TABLE I 


MEDIAN MINIMUM AND MAXIMUM SALARIES 


FOR 1936 AND I940 


Catalog Circulation 
Department Department 
Median Department Professional Professional 
Salary Heads Assistants Assistants 
for: Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. 
1936 1550 2296 1300 17923 1200 1432} 


1940 1725 2400 1392 1890 1330 ©1620 


Reserve Book Order Reference Other 
Division Department Department Department 
Professional Professional Professional Professional 


Assistants Assistants Assistants Assistants 
Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. Min. Max. 


1205 1172 13154 1670 13394 1800 1200 17644 
1500 1500 1356 1750 1500 1950 1400 2150 
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While this comparison shows increase in 
every department over the four-year pe- 
riod, it is obvious that these median salaries 
are so low that they indicate indefensibly 
low minimum rates for all departments. 

Inspection of the table giving the salary 
ranges for the different departments will 
show that 25 institutions, or slightly less 
than half of those reporting, paid as of 
May 1, 1940, professional assistants in 
one or more departments $1200 a year or 
less, and in only 8 libraries of all those 
reporting did the lowest paid professional 
assistant receive $1500 or more. ‘This 
figure, $1500, the A.L.A. Board on 
Salaries, Staff, and Tenure has given as 
the minimum salary for a Grade 1 position 
of the professional service in Classification 
and Pay Plans for Municipal Public Li- 
braries. 

The salary figures reproduced in these 
tables serve again to remind us that salaries 
now being paid are totally inadequate to 
provide the kind of service expected of 
college and university libraries. 

The median minimum salary for in- 
structors, the lowest faculty salary given 
in these tables, is $1451. This exceeds the 
median minimum rate for 4 of the 6 
groups of professional assistants in the 
library. The median maximum of $2500 
for instructors exceeds the median maxi- 
mum for all library assistants’ salaries, 
including salaries of department heads. 


No REDUCTIONS IN SALARIES 


College and university libraries reported 
no reductions in salaries for the year, while 
22 institutions reported increases in indi- 
vidual staff salaries for the fiscal year. 
Fourteen institutions reported that com- 
plete restoration has not yet been made 
on peak salaries. 

One month is the standard vacation 


allowance for professional members of 
the staff, although 3 institutions reporting 
have only 2 weeks. 


SMALL COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


Fifty-five of the 78 small colleges on 
the list returned statistics in time to be 
included in this tabulation. The libraries 
here represented can be compared to ad- 
vantage because they are similar in size 
and are presumably doing the same type 
of work. The enrollment ranges from 
996 to 271, with the median figure of 650. 

The table shows wide variation in some 
of the items. For instance, while 15 of 
these libraries have book stocks of over 
100,000 volumes, 10 have less than 30,000 
volumes in their collections. Does this 
variation in book stock have any effect on 
the reading of students? We find that 
8 of the institutions with the largest col- 
lections have a per student circulation for 
home use of 30 books, and each student 
takes out 54 reserved books when com- 
parable figures only are used. 

Following the same procedure, 3 of the 
10 libraries having the smallest collections 
average 22 books for home use per student 
and 32 reserved books. It would appear 
that size of book stock may have some bear- 
ing on student use of books. 

The total library expenditures of the 
small college libraries range from 4 per 
cent to 7 per cent of the total college 
expenditures. This is about the same 
range as that represented by the larger 
college and university libraries. 

After selecting 29 institutions from the 
list which have reported for 2 successive 
years with the inclusion of full data, 
it is seen that these institutions have not 
quite held their own during the past year. 
The total college expenditure is only a 
trifle more than for the preceding year, 
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and the total library expenditure shows a 
small loss amounting to about 2 per cent. 
These college libraries spent the equivalent 
of 5.7 per cent of the total college budget 
in 1938-39 and only 5.5 per cent in 
1939-40. From this it will be seen that 
the small college library is getting a better 
share of the college income than the li- 
brary in the larger institutions. 

In regard to salaries, 10 of the reporting 
institutions paid, as of May 1, 1940, 
their professional assistants $1200 a year or 
less, and in only two libraries did the 
lowest paid professional assistant receive 
$1500 or better. Ten reported “salary 
confidential” or “not for publication.” 

Twenty of the colleges reported in- 
creases in individual staff salaries for the 
fiscal year, while 3 reported reductions in 
salaries. ‘“Iwelve libraries reported that 


complete restoration of salaries has not yet 
been made. 


‘TEACHERS COLLEGE AND NORMAL 
ScHOOL LIBRARIES 


Of 53 teachers college and normal 
school libraries which were sent statistical 
forms, only 39 four-year schools and 3 
three-year schools reported in time to be 
included in this report. ‘Thirty-four of 
these schools also reported last year. 

There is a much greater spread in 
enrollment in these institutions than in 
the small colleges, with a high of 2988 
and a low of 225 for the regular session; 
and a smaller spread in book stock with 
only one library having 100,000 volumes, 
and 21 libraries, or 50 per cent, having less 
than 30,000 volumes. These 21 libraries 
have an average book stock of 21,158 
volumes and an average of 566 students 
enrolled in the regular session. The other 
21 libraries, with book stock of over 30,000 
volumes have an average of 54,579 volumes 





and an average student enrollment of 1304 
for the regular session. 

Teachers college and normal school 
libraries spent just about 5 per cent of 
the total school expenditures for the year 
1939-40. 

Six of these institutions paid, as of 
May 1, 1940, professional assistants $1200 
a year or less, while in only 6 institutions 
did the lowest paid professional assistant 
receive at least $1500. Eight libraries have 
had salary increases during the fiscal year, 
while one reports a reduction in salaries. 


CLASSIFICATION BY SERVICE LOAD 


Former analysts of these statistics have 
pointed out the difficulty of making gen- 
eralizations when the institutions included 
are so diverse in size and type. In the 
figures this year for college and university 
libraries, the undergraduate enrollment 
varies, in round numbers, from 13,000 to 
1000, the graduate enrollment from 
11,000 to 13, the book stock from 
4,000,000 volumes to 26,000 volumes and 
the total library expenditures 
$540,000 to $13,000. 

All institutions with more than 1000 
undergraduate students have been included 
with the university group. 


from 


Perhaps it is 
not out of order to suggest a plan to secure 
a better arrangement. 

In March of last year the Subcommittee 
on Budgets, Compensation, and Schemes 
of Service for libraries connected with 
universities, colleges, and teacher training 
institutions of the A.L.A. Board on 
Salaries, Staff, and Tenure, issued a first 
rough draft of its work on Classification 
and Pay Plans for Libraries in institutions 
of higher education. 

In this preliminary draft a simple 
method of determining the service load of 
an institution was outlined on the theory 
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that the budget, staff, and organization of 
a library depend on the amount and kind 
of service a library is called upon to give, 
rather than the number of students it has 
to serve. ‘The service load of a library 
serving an institution of higher education 
was to depend on service units computed 
in the following way: 

Each under class undergraduate. .1 unit 
Each upper class undergraduate. .2 


units 
Each honor student............ 3 units 
Each graduate student.......... 4 units 
Each faculty member........... 5 units 


If we estimate the service load for the 
two institutions at greatest variance in 
this year’s table, we find that one has 
approximately 65,000 service units and the 
other a little over 1000. 

The question raised here is whether this 
principle of service load could be used to 
bring the comparable institutions together 
in such a way that the annual statistics 
would be more useful to all the partici- 
pating libraries. As an illustration of the 
possibilities of the scheme this analyst de- 
termined the service load of certain insti- 
tutions basing the estimate on statistics 


which were available. Naturally the re- 


sult is but a very rough estimate and is 
not given here because of this fact. How- 
ever, the service load according to this 
estimate brings together fifteen institutions 
which fall into three groupings. ‘The first 
group includes California, Columbia, 
Harvard, Illinois, and New York; the 
second, Cincinnati, lowa, Louisiana, Mis- 
souri, and Washington; and the third, Mt. 
Holyoke, South Dakota State, Vassar, 
Virginia State College for Negroes, and 
Wellesley. On examining the book stock, 
salaries, and total library expenditures of 
the institutions in these three groups, it is 
evident that in general these institutions 
fall into the same three groupings for each 
of these items. At some later date it is 
hoped that the approved cost per service 
unit for different types of libraries will be 
determined. Certainly it would appear 
that the 5 institutions in the third group 
have more in common with the institutions 
of the small college group than with the 
university libraries. From this testing and 
similar testings of many institutions made 


by the subcommittee, the service load 


would seem to be a fair device for classify- 
ing libraries for statistical purposes. 





School Library Statistics, 1939-40 


By DOROTHY SCHUMACHER 


Miss Schumacher, librarian, Lane Technical High School, Chicago, 
has written this article under the sponsorship of the 


Board on Salaries, Staff, and Tenure. 


HIS YEAR the questionnaire for junior 
ea senior high school libraries, sent 
to administrators of school libraries in 68 
cities of the United States, was returned 
with statistical information by 43 of these 
cities, 2 of which specified that their infor- 
mation be kept confidential. These sta- 
tistics represent, generally speaking, the 
school library situation in the larger cities 
in 20 states and the District of Columbia, 
all but 9 having populations over 100,000, 
distributed as follows: 16 in the east, 14 in 
the middle west, 5 in the south, and 6 on 
the west coast. School library statistics for 
1938-39 also included 41 cities, but 9 cities 
submitting reports last year are missing 
from the tables this year, and 9 others have 
been added, several of which have appeared 
previously. 

Since the value of statistics as an indica- 
tion of progress is greater over a period of 
years than in a year-to-year comparison, 
it is to be regretted that the cities reporting 
do not remain more constant. 

The current statistics present a picture 
of the library service being provided for 
1,132,433 students, or 93.7 per cent of the 
total enrollment in public high schools in 
the cities reporting. Although this is 
slightly less than last year’s percentage, the 
cities which appear on both lists show 


scarcely any change. Fourteen new li- 
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braries have been established during the 
year, but it is not indicated whether they 
were in new schools or in established 
schools which had been without organized 
libraries previously. The fact that 88 
schools (only 2 less than in 1938-39) are 
reported to be without organized central 
libraries in those cities which probably 
represent the best school library practice, 
shows that little is being done to take up 
the slack in school library service and to 
remedy omissions of the past. 

The book collections in the 632 school 
libraries included in the tables average 2.4 
books per pupil. Most of the 32 cities 
appearing last year and this year show an 
increase in number of volumes. Circula- 
tion this year amounts to 11.8 books per 
pupil. The amount spent for books and 
periodicals is approximately 48 cents per 
pupil. This is an increase of approxi- 
mately 5 cents per pupil over last year’s 
expenditures for the 32 cities. The cir- 
culation of books shows a slight drop, from 
12.7 to 12.3 for the cities on both lists, 
whereas last year’s report showed an in- 
crease of 3 books per pupil over the 
previous year. Miss Greer, in her analysis 
of last year’s statistics,! pointed out that 
the small annual increase shown in per 
pupil expenditure for books was not enough 

14.L.A. Bulletin 34: 121-22, Feb. 1940. 
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to maintain an increase in circulation of 3 
books per pupil, and her prophecy has 
already proved itself true. Other factors, 
of course, may have contributed to the drop 
in circulation, but it remains to be seen 
whether an additional 5 cents per pupil 
will provide for increased service or even 
maintain the present level. Of the cities 
on both lists, 12 have reduced their book 
budgets this year, 14 have increased them, 
and 2 have practically the same amount as 
last year. Total expenditures for school 
libraries in 1939-40 amounted to 1.6 per 
cent of the total expenditures for high 
schools, as compared with 2 per cent in 
1938-39. 


SALARY INCREASES 


Five cities report general increases in 
salaries and 10 additional ones report in- 
creases in a few salaries and automatic 
increases. Nine cities have not yet made 
complete restoration of salaries. Nineteen 
cities spent more for salaries last year than 
the year before, but 9 spent less. There is 
still a very wide range between the lowest 
and the highest salary paid to school li- 
brarians. School library administrators 
were asked to indicate whether or not 
school librarians with B.A. or B.S. degrees 
in library science are given the same status 
as teachers with the master’s degree. 
Twenty-three cities report they receive the 
same salary as teachers with master’s de- 
grees, but in only 11 of these places does 
the master’s degree for teachers or the B.A. 
or B.S. in library science command a 
higher salary than a bachelor’s degree. Of 
the 17 cities which report that a degree in 
library science does not give the librarian 
the same salary as teachers holding master’s 
degrees, only 10 grant higher salaries to 
teachers with the master’s degree. In the 


other 7 school systems, presumably, there 
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is a difference between librarians’ and 
teachers’ salaries due to some factor other 
than the advanced degree. 


UNPUBLISHED DATA 


The data gathered but not presented in 
the published tables included library cir- 
culation of visual and audio materials, 
classroom library service, and evening 
school service. ‘That these are new lines 
of development for school libraries, or in 
the case of classroom libraries, perhaps an 
old line with a new significance, is apparent 
from the few schools reporting on them. 
‘Twenty-three cities report the circulation 
of visual materials, while only 3 circulate 
phonograph records. In 8 cities classroom 
libraries serviced from a central agency, 
such as the public library or board of 
education, are provided to schools having 
organized central libraries as well as to 
those which do not have such library facili- 
ties. Three cities only supply information 
regarding circulation or size of classroom 
collections. 

Fourteen cities out of 33 which have 
evening schools provide library service to 
evening students. However, 7 of these 
do not provide such service for all schools. 
In 1 case, only 1 out of 24 evening 
schools has an evening school library, and 
in another case 1 of 26 schools. Last 
year’s report showed only 12 cities pro- 
viding evening school libraries, 10 with 
trained librarians, as compared with 14 
and 11 this year, but it is not possible to 
say there has been an increase in service 
because the list of cities varies—3 cities 
reporting evening school libraries were not 
on last year’s list. This form of service is 
increasing, and it is highly desirable that 
this should be the case. Five cities report 
that a book stock supplementary to the 
regular school library collection is available 





DEFINITIONS 


to evening schools, but no information is 
given regarding circulation of books to 


evening school students. 
In general, these statistics seem to indi- 
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cate that school libraries are holding their 
own and making slow but steady gains 
along some lines, but certainly no long 
forward strides are discernible. 


DEFINITIONS 


Faculty Members 


1. “Faculty members” includes instruc- 
tional and organized research staffs, exten- 
sion service staff and general administration 
officers (excluding clerical workers), and 
professional library staff, all reduced to full- 
time equivalent. 


Administrative Office Assistant 


2. An administrative office assistant is a 
person such as the business manager or 
secretary to the chief librarian or director 
who performs work of a highly specialized 
nature but not that requiring training and 
skill in the theoretical or scientific parts of 
library work. 

Formal education or experience equivalent 
to that required of such workers in a large 
business organization should be considered 
as prerequisite. 


Department Head 


3. A department head is a member of the 
professional staff directly responsible to the 
chief librarian or director, associate or as- 
sistant chief librarian and in charge of a 
major division of the library organization 
which has its own staff and definite responsi- 
bilities. (Salaries of an associate or assist- 
ant chief librarian serving as department 
head should not be included here.) 

The department head must meet the quali- 
fications of a professional assistant as de- 
fined in Definition 4. 


Professional Assistant 


4. A professional assistant is a member of 
the professional staff performing work of a 
professional grade which requires training 
and skill in the theoretical or scientific parts 
of library work as distinct from its merely 
mechanical parts, and includes all the pro- 


fessional staff except the chief librarian or 
director, associate or assistant chief libra- 
rian, department heads, division heads, and 
heads of school, college, departmental, and 
laboratory school libraries. 

To be classed as a professional assistant, 
the person must hold a professional position 
which requires the following educational 
background: 

a. At least a bachelor’s degree which in- 
cludes one year of professional library edu- 
cation in the four years which lead to the 
bachelor’s degree; or 

b. An informal education considered by 
the librarian as the real equivalent of four 
years of college work, plus five years’ ex- 
perience in a library of recognized profes- 
sional standing. (This provision is to take 
care of those already in the profession who 
are performing duties which require a 
knowledge of books and library technique 
as taught in a library school.) 


Subprofessional Assistant 


5. A subprofessional assistant is a person 
who performs, under the immediate super- 
vision of professional staff members, work 
largely concerned with the higher routine 
processes which are peculiar to library 
work and which require some knowledge 
of library procedure. (No assistant paid 
on an hourly basis should be included here.) 

A subprofessional assistant should have 
had at least brief elementary training in 
library work as taught in a library summer 
session or a training class. 


Clerical Assistant 


6. A clerical assistant is a person such as 
a typist, etc., who performs, under immediate 
supervision, processes which may require ex- 
perience, speed, accuracy, and clerical ability 
of a high order but do not require knowledge 
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of the theoretical or scientific aspects of li- 
brary work. 

High school graduation is presupposed for 
this classification. 


Others 


7. “Others” includes those devoting either 
full or part-time to the most simple clerical 
or manual tasks which involve no responsi- 
bility or independent judgment such as the 
work performed by pages, shelvers, and be- 
ginning workers. 


Student Assistant 


8. A student assistant is a student paid on 
an hourly basis, directly from the library 
budget, working in the library in any ca- 
pacity except in janitorial service. (All stu- 
dent assistants on an hourly basis should be 
included here and in no case should they 
be entered elsewhere. No assistants on 
N.Y.A., W.P.A., or other federal, state, or 
local projects should be included here or in 
other personnel groups.) 


Supervisor of School Libraries 


g. A supervisor of school libraries is a 
person directly responsible to the superin- 
tendent of schools, an associate or assistant 
superintendent of schools, the librarian of 
the public library, or jointly to the school 
and public library administrations, who has 
immediate supervision of school libraries. 
Such a supervisor directs either all school 
libraries in the system or all those in one 
type of schools—as senior high schools. 

A supervisor must meet the qualifications 
of a professional assistant as defined in Defi- 
nition 4. 


Chief Librarian in High School Libraries 


10. A chief librarian in a junior or senior 
high school is a member of the school faculty 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


devoting full time to work in a high school 
library. 

A chief librarian must meet the qualifi- 
cations of a professional assistant as defined 
in Definition 4. 


School or College Library in a University 


11. A school or college library, in a uni- 
versity system, is a collection of books re- 
lated to the work of the particular school 
or college and administered either sepa- 
rately by the school or college or as a part 
of the university library. (Include group 
libraries such as biological sciences and so- 
cial sciences here.) 


Departmental Library 


12. A departmental library is a collection 
attached to a department of instruction 
which forms a part of a college administra- 
tion. Such a collection may be housed either 
within or without the central building. 


High School Tables 


13. High school tables include only those 
libraries having school librarians devoting 
full time to work in a junior or senior high 
school library. They do not include li- 
braries having teacher-librarians, librarians 
of the public library staff who serve both 
schools and public in branch libraries located 
in school buildings, librarians who give part- 
time service to school libraries conducted as 
sub-branches, stations, or deposits of the 
public library or members of the public li- 
brary staff who work with schools but do 
not serve students directly in school libraries. 


Vacations and Special Holidays 


14. “Vacations” and “special holidays” are 
estimated in number of working days. ‘“Spe- 
cial holidays” include Christmas and Easter 
vacations, legal holidays, etc. 





COLLEGE 


AND SCHOOL 


All Salaries Are Those in Effect | 


May 


LIBRARY STATISTICS 


I, 1940 


Summary 
Total Ex- Salary of 
peng ae Professional 
t Fiscal Assistants 
Student Year for Library Library Number of Excluding 
Enroll- Colleges, Operating Salary Employees Associate or 
ment Universi- xpend- Expe nd- in Full- Salary of Assistant Chief 
as of ties, Nor- itures itures Time Chief Librarians and Salary of 
Third Week mal Schools Last Last Equivalent Librarian Department Subprofessional 
Fall Term and High Fiscal Fiscal ofes- or Heads Assistants 
1939 Schools Year Year Total sional Director Min. Max. Min. Max. 
College ) High 13 , 236! 10,791,425 542,543 344,757 231% 1141% 10,000 2942 3500 1271 1764 
and >Median 3417! 2,048 , 433 89,435 43 ,059 30 203 4683 a , 936 1850 
University | Low 1032! 545, 159 13,314 6169 4 355 1800 660 765 540 «840 
Small ) High 996! 921,993 54,595 32,253 16 10} 5272 1600 2600 13007 = 
College ' Median 650! 286,5514 14,593 7100 4 s 3} 2700 1200 1800 780° 
} Low 271: 111,714 4715 1937 ly 1 1350 800 1400 4807 70? 
Teachers ) 
College High 29882 541,262 56,011 22,216 11 11 4000 2280 2400 1300 2160 
and Median 813? 186, 147 10,6344 5342 3 23 2400 1341 1800 1000 1200 
Normal Low 2252 65,949 3545 1700 1 1 1400 1100 1100 600 720 
School 
rary 
Junior ) Supervisor Min5 —_ 5 
and High 319, 8672 7,820,72% 476,800 376,800 6000 3804 2600 3200 12007 1740’ 
Senior Median 13 , 646° 1,545, 3974 24,158 17,946 3000 1552 Poon 1520 2300 873? 1400° 
High Low 21933 103 ,028* 3800 2199 1676 973 1226 960 1200 6937 9507 
School } 
1 Excludes graduate students 
2 Includes graduate students 
3 Total enrollment in city in high schools having organized libraries 
4 Total expenditures for junior and senior high schools in various cities 
5 Minimum and maximum paid high school librarians in various cities 
6 Where only one salary is shown for any one classification it is included in the minimum column 
7 Includes clerical assistants 
™~ ‘ 
SALARIES OF FACULTY 
Summary 
Deans of Colleges Full Professors Associate Professors Assistant Professors Rts 
Min. Max. Min. ax. Min. Max. Min. Max. in. Max. 
College ) High 7500 9000 4500 7500 3500 6472 2800 4500 2000 3530 
and Median 4200 6125 2804 5000 2320 3725 2000 3286 1451 2500 
University | Low 3000 3055 2000 2700 1496 2380 1140 1829 900 1600 
Small ) High 7000 7000 4600 6000 4000 4500 3000 4000 2000 3000 
College Median 3448 3955 3000 4000 2400 3000 2000 2700 1200 2125 
AW 2250 2500 1400 2380 1500 1850 1035 1657 600 1200 
Teachers ) 
College High 6000 5000 5000 5000 3250 3866 3000 4000 2340 3100 
and Median 3000 3650 2835 3260 2100 2875 2000 2400 1500 2100 
me Low 1680 2208 1849 2208 1519 2016 1269 1800 7 1620 
Schoo 


For salaries of high school faculty, See Bulletin, April, 1940 
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Midwinter Council Minutes 


I HE FIRST SESSION of the A.L.A. Council 
was held in conjunction with the midwinter 
conference at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, on 
December 28, 1940, with President Essae 
Martha Culver presiding. 


LATIN AMERICAN GUESTS 


Dr. Rodolfo R. Rivera, executive assistant 
to the Committee on Library Cooperation 
with Latin America, introduced Sr. Ernesto 
G. Gietz, librarian of the Library of the 
Faculty of Exact Physical and Natural Sci- 
ences of the University of Buenos Aires, 
and Dr. Emanuel Gaudi Ley, director of the 
Printed Book Section of the National Li- 
brary at Rio de Janeiro. Sr. Gietz explained 
that his visit came as a result of a grant 
from the Carnegie Endowment for Inter- 
national Peace. It was his hope that his 
visit might be the beginning of a relation- 
ship between the A.L.A. and the Argentine 
Committee of Librarians of Scientific and 
Technical Institutions, of which he is the 
secretary. Dr. Gaudi Ley paid tribute to the 
progress of the library in the United States 
and said that he was in this country to obtain 
all the information possible to take back with 
him to Brazil. 


Deeps, Not Worps 


President Culver addressed Council on li- 
brary extension briefly. Referring to a 
resolution in regard to library extension, 
passed by the Executive Board at its October 
meeting, she stated that all librarians and 
trustees, as well as all citizens, would have 
to act together in bringing library service 
to the 47,000,000 people without library 
service and to those people whose only access 
is to a building devoid of real library service. 
It was her belief that it would be the li- 
brarians, trustees, and citizens groups who 
would be most important in promoting li- 
brary developmert. She then presented Mrs. 
Hiram Cole Houghton, Jr., president of the 





Iowa Library Association and trustee of the 
Red Oak, Iowa, Library, who is also a mem- 
ber of the Iowa State Board of Education 
and an officer in the National Federation of 
Women’s Clubs. Mrs. Houghton, after 
paying tribute to the work librarians are do- 
ing, described the program which has been 
set in motion by the Iowa Library Associa- 
tion to promote rural libraries. She de- 
scribed the organization for legislation which 
includes Friends of Libraries groups, li- 
brarians of all types of libraries, trustees, 
and citizen groups. 


REPRODUCTION OF LIBRARY MATERIALS 


Keyes D. Metcalf, executive secretary of 
the Association of Research Libraries, who 
read the statement of policy with regard to 
reproduction of library materials, explained 
that the request to draw up a code was pre- 
sented at the Cincinnati meeting of the As- 
sociation of Research Libraries. It then 
was presented to, and received the approval 
of, a law firm investigating copyright matters 
for the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 
In its final form it was presented for ap- 
proval to Council by the A.L.A. Committee 
on Photographic Reproduction of Library 
Materials. The code was then read. Coun- 
cil thereupon voted to adopt it as a statement 
of policy with regard to the reproduction of 
library materials. The complete statement 
is printed on page 84. 


COMMITTEE ON BOARDS 
AND COMMITTEES 


Charles H. Brown, chairman of the com- 
mittee, presented a brief report. The com- 
mittee, he reported, had been examining the 
organization and functions of boards and 
committees and requested all boards and 
committees to look into the statement of 
functions as given in the 1940 Handbook and 
to notify the committee whether the state- 
ments of functions should be changed in any 
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way. After pointing out a number of con- 
flicts, the chairman stated that it was the 
committee’s hope that overlapping of func- 
tions could be straightened out. 


BupGet CoMMITTEE REPORT 


Matthew Dudgeon, treasurer of the 
A.L.A., presented the report of the Budget 
Committee to Council by calling attention to 
the mimeographed copies which had been dis- 
tributed. He explained that the reason why 
there was very little money in the budget for 
new enterprises was because a large propor- 
tion of the income is committed beforehand 
by the terms of endowments or by implica- 
tion because of existing activities. In answer 
to a question from Charles H. Brown, Mr. 
Dudgeon stated that a deficit from one year 
is a first charge against next year’s income. 
It was also brought out that deficits almost 
never result from excess expenditure over 
the budget but because of failure to receive 
the estimated income. 


CooPERATIVE CATALOGING 


Lucile M. Morsch, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Cooperative Cataloging, after 
a brief statement of function of the Com- 
mittee since its inception in 1932, told of 
the proposal of the Librarian of Congress to 
continue the work in the Library of Con- 
gress, and asked that any funds re- 
maining in the grant from the General 
Education Board be turned over to the Li- 
brarian of Congress to be used in setting up 
a trust fund for the continuation of the 
project. The proposal, after receiving the 
approval of the committee, was presented to 
the General Education Board which con- 
sented to make available to the Library of 
Congress the remainder of the appropriation 
for the cooperative cataloging service. 
When the matter was referred to the Execu- 
tive Board a resolution was passed consent- 
ing to the transfer of funds, in accordance 
with the proposal of the Librarian of Con- 
gress. Ona motion by Miss Morsch, Coun- 
cil voted the acceptance of the report and 
the discharge of the committee. 


DIvIsION OF LIBRARY COOPERATION 


Robert B. Downs, director of libraries, 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BULLETIN 


New York University, after a brief state- 
ment of the history of the proposal for the 
division, outlined the purposes which it would 
serve. Council voted to approve the resolu- 
tion offered by the A.L.A. Board on Re- 
sources approving the establishment of a 
Division of Library Cooperation at the Li- 
brary of Congress for the following pur- 
poses: 1. To study and assist with phases 
of library activities that can be improved by 
cooperative effort; 2. To promote inter- 
library loan services; 3. To act as a clearing 
house for experimental work and other mat- 
ters in the reproduction of research mate- 
rials by means of photo- and phono-duplica- 
tion; 4. To secure the cooperation of 
scholars, learned societies, universities, li- 
braries, and others in recording bibliographi- 
cal undertakings, and to disseminate infor- 
mation regarding such undertakings that are 
in progress; 5. To aid with agreements 
among libraries and learned societies in 
breaking down the various larger areas of 
knowledge into subdivisions and allocating 
responsibility for particular areas to particu- 
lar institutions ; 6. To encourage agreements 
among American libraries toward elimina- 
tion of unnecessary duplication and compe- 
tition in purchases; 7. To help to bring 
about agreements for exchange and redistri- 
bution of collections and to attempt to 
redistribute fragmentary serials so as to 
secure complete holdings in known localities; 
8. To plan and to compile as far as possible 
a national want-list of books and other ma- 
terials, of which no copies exist in American 
libraries, and to aid in the formulation of a 
cooperative policy for the acquisition of these 


books. 


RESOLUTION IN REGARD TO 
BIENNIAL MEETINGS 

The Executive Secretary read the follow- 
ing statement: 
“The Southwestern Library Association at 
its Tenth Biennial Conference, October 2-5, 
1940, passed a resolution petitioning the 
American Library Association that it hold 
only biennial meetings, and that in years 
when the American Library Association is 
not meeting, its support and assistance should 
go to regional meetings.” 
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After a discussion of similar proposals 
that had been made to Council previously, 
Council voted to receive and file the state- 
ment. 


REPORT OF THE NOMINATING 
COMMITTEE 


Eleanor M. Witmer, chairman of the com- 
mittee, prefaced her report by stating that 
the committee was aware of the prob- 
lems that would face the Association in 
the next few years and it wanted to 
present a ballot which held strength and 
suggestions. She also stated that suggestions 
from the American Association of Law 
Libraries, the Progessive Librarians Coun- 
cil, and the Metropolitan Library Council 
had been received too late for consideration 
by the committee. The report as given in 
the January Bulletin, page 23, was then pre- 
sented. 

Miss Hazel Warren, chief, Extension Di- 
vision, Indiana State Library, read the fol- 
lowing communication, signed by eleven 
members of the Council, the adoption of 
which was moved: 

“In accordance with the spirit of the new 
A.L.A. Constitution and by-laws, there 
should be a more adequate and definite repre- 
sentation of A, B, and C members on the 
Council than appears on the present slate 
as reported by the Nominating Committee. 
“At the request of the Junior Members 
Round Table we, the undersigned members 
of the Council of the American Library As- 
sociation, wish to place in nomination as 
Council members for the term 1941-42 the 
names of Annadele Riley of the Kansas 
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City (Mo.) Public Library and Harry 
Stritman of the Minneapolis Public Library, 
to represent the A, B, and C groups (salaries 
up to $2100).” 

After brief biographical information was 
presented from the floor, Council was asked 
to vote for ten nominees for Council. Errett 
W. McDiarmid and John Richards served 
as tellers. The ten persons nominated by 
the Nominating Committee were chosen, and 
the entire report was approved. 

The Executive Secretary pointed out that 
at present Council was operating under the 
old Constitution and the new by-laws which 
are consistent with the old Constitution, and 
that A.L.A. would continue to act under the 
old Constitution through the session of the 
Boston Conference at which the new Con- 
stitution is approved by the Association for 
a second time. 

Charles H. Brown, after stating that the 
Third Activities Committee had given at- 
tention to the placement of A, B, and C 
members on Council, and that the by-laws 
permit the bracketing of names both for the 
Executive Board and the Council to insure 
that a certain group is represented, made 
the following motion: 

“IT would like to move that the Committee 
on Nominations be requested to bracket two 
names of the A, B, and C members, if two 
are nominated, with instructions that mem- 
bers must vote for one of those two. If 
more than two A, B, and C members are 
nominated, the committee will decide by lot 
which two names are to be bracketed.” 
After a brief discussion of the motion, Coun- 
cil, on a rising vote, voted 12 in favor; 31 
opposed. 


Second Session 


National Defense Activities of the A.L.A. 
was the topic of the second session of the 
Council held at the Drake Hotel on Sunday, 
December 29, with President Culver pre- 
siding. Greetings were read from Laura A. 
Woodward, president of the Special Li- 
braries Association. 

It was voted to send a cable to the British 
Library Association, reading: “To all our 





brave colleagues in Great Britain, the A.L.A. 
Council and Executive Board send cordial 
greetings.” 

The Executive Secretary called attention 
to the informal report of the President and 
the Executive Secretary which had been 
placed in the hands of members when they 
registered. (For a full account of the re- 
port, see page 57-) 
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ARMY AND Navy LIBRARIES 


Lieutenant Ray L. Trautman, Director 
of Library Service of the Morale Division 
which had been set up by the War Depart- 
ment in the office of the Adjutant General 
reported as given on page 57. 

The Executive Secretary reported that the 
statement in the “Informal Report,” about 
navy libraries had been approved as a correct 
statement. 


SURVEY OF RESEARCH FACILITIES 


In presenting the report Robert B. Downs, 
chairman of the Joint Committee on Library 
Research Facilities for National Defense, 
stated that about five hundred libraries, pub- 
lic and special, reported their holdings for 
the preliminary edition of the Guide to Li- 
brary Facilities for National Defense, which 
was published by the A.L.A. Mr. Downs 
also reported on other material which was 
included in addition to that received in re- 
sponse to the questionnaires sent out. Re- 
vision was slated to be the next task, which 
was expected to begin immediately. A re- 
vised report is expected to be ready in the 
spring of 1941. 


STUDIES 


R. Russell Munn, assistant to the librar- 
ian, Cleveland Public Library, who is en- 
gaged in carrying out three studies for the 
A.L.A. in connection with national defense, 
reported briefly on the purpose and progress 
of the Study of Use of Library Materials 
in Vocational Training on the Elementary 
Level, Public Library Use and Needs, and 
the Study of Book Needs. Questions from 
the floor concerned needs discovered about 
the first study and provision of materials 
that are needed in connection with national 
defense. In answer to another question, Mr. 
Munn stated that articles would appear in 
vocational education, general education, and 
library periodicals, and that an illustrated 
pamphlet was contemplated. 

Ralph M. Dunbar, chief of the Library 
Service Division of the U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation, briefly outlined the provisions for 
books from funds appropriated by Congress 
for vocational training and training at the 


college level. Alexander Galt, librarian of 
the Buffalo Public Library described voca- 
tional defense education in Buffalo and the 
attempts to obtain additional funds for books 
for aid in training. Mr. Peyton Hurt, li- 
brarian of Williams College, advanced the 
idea of reserves as a method of solving the 
problem of needed duplicate copies in public 
libraries. Re-allocation of book funds for 
defense needs was cited as a means to meet 
the problem of purchasing needed books by 
Clarence E. Sherman, librarian of the Provi- 
dence Public Library. Ralph Shaw, former 
librarian of the Gary, Ind., Public Library, 
and Grace Holbert of the Canton, Ohio, 
Public Library, told of industry’s aid to the 
libraries in the present emergency. 


FEDERAL AID 


Since the problem of federal aid was 
bound up closely with the problem of meet- 
ing the needs of libraries in the national de- 
fense program, Forrest B. Spaulding, chair- 
man of the Federal Relations Committee, 
presented the report of the committee. 
Council was reminded that at the Richmond 
meeting the Executive Board and through 
it the Federal Relations Committee was 
authorized to work for permanent federal 
aid. After briefly telling of the efforts and 
progress of the committee’s work, the com- 
mittee’s recommendations were presented 
and adopted by the Council (see January 
Bulletin, page 6). 


LIBRARIES AND DEMOCRACY 


Miss Alice M. Farquhar, Readers’ Ad- 
viser of the Chicago Public Library, spoke 
on Libraries and Democracy. Her talk was 
printed in its entirety in the January issue 
of the Bulletin, page 7. 


DANGERS TO DEMOCRACY 


In response to an inquiry from Carl Vitz, 
librarian of the Minneapolis Public Library, 
John Chancellor, A.L.A. adult education 
specialist, explained the purposes and objec- 
tives of the new booklist Dangers to Democ- 
racy which had been issued as a supplement 
to the January Booklist. He also briefly 
described other lists projected by the Adult 
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Education Board: Economic Democracy, 
Civil Liberties and Democracy, A New 
World Order, and Socially Constructive Fic- 
tion. 


INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM 


A plea was voiced by Forrest B. Spaulding, 
chairman of the Committee on Intellectual 
Freedom to Safeguard the Rights of Library 
Users to Freedom of Inquiry, to keep 
the committee informed of difficulties en- 
countered by librarians in their localities 
from pressure groups who do not believe in 
freedom of the library shelves. 


A.C.R.L. AND NATIONAL DEFENSE 


Charles M. Mohrhardt, chairman of the 
A.C.R.L. National Defense Committee, 
briefly reviewed the work of the committee, 
as noted on page 61. Some results of the 
preliminary survey were presented. Finally, 
a plea was made for cooperation in filling 
in a questionnaire to be sent to college and 
university libraries. Work on the final re- 
port will be completed as rapidly as pos- 
sible, Mr. Mohrhardt stated. 

Questions from the floor brought out de- 
tails of the questionnaire, the value of the 
study, and method of publication. 


IMPORTATIONS 


Keyes D. Metcalf, a member of the Com- 
mittee on Importations, read a report of the 
committee on importation of books and peri- 
odicals, which is given in full on page 85. 


CANADIAN LIBRARIES AND THE WAR 


Charles R. Sanderson, librarian of the 
Toronto Public Library, gave a brief talk 
on army camp libraries, prefaced by a state- 
ment about the progress that had been made 
in the public acceptance of books as part of 
everyday life as shown by the difference in 
reading in army camps during the previous 
war and this one. Mr. Sanderson contended 
that in talking of camp libraries, two things 
had to be kept in mind: first, that there is a 
chance in camp libraries to create a new 
need for books; and second, that if camp li- 
braries are not provided, it is a deliberate 
deprivation for masses of men of the one 
thing that librarians have been building to- 
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ward for a quarter of a century. A con- 
trast was made between the centralized au- 
thority in the United Stated—the army— 
which is providing books for soldiers and 
which could look to the A.L.A. for aid and 
guidance, and the numerous national or- 
ganizations in Canada that are taking care 
of provision of books for the troops. The 
Canadian Legion was reported as doing the 
most spectacular work. A hope was ex- 
pressed that funds allocated for Canada 
from the A.L.A. Books for Europe Fund 
be used for technical books for the larger air 
training and tank training centers because 
they are “pathetically short of the more 
expensive technical material in quantity.” 
Such aid would be looked upon as a gesture 
from the library world of the United States 
to the library world of Canada, one of those 
“kindly and understanding gestures which 
are bringing the United States and Canada 
closer together on a fundamental basis.” 
Brief statements about the need for books 
among persons in internment camps and the 
provision of books for refugee children were 
made in response to questions from the floor. 


REFUGEE LIBRARIANS 


Miss Eleanor M. Witmer, a member of 
the Committee on Refugee Librarians, read a 
report prepared by Jennie M. Flexner, the 
chairman, who was not present. Although 
the committee has been active, few refugee 
librarians have been placed either by the 
A.L.A. Personnel Division or through the 
voluntary efforts of the members of the 
committee, it was reported. A description 
of the type of person needing aid was made 
and collaboration with library schools in 
winnowing applicants was described. An ef- 
fort has been made to enlist the interest of 
the Emergency Committee in Aid of Dis- 
placed Foreign Scholars, to which Harry 
Miller Lydenberg has been appointed by 
President Culver. Council was asked to 
assist the committee in facing the increas- 
ingly difficult problem of placing foreign- 
born scholars. 


MOorRALE ON THE HOME FRONT 


Charles H. Brown, librarian of the Iowa 
State College Library, stated that morale on 
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the home front was important. It was his 
opinion that the A.L.A. ought to emphasize 
that aspect of national defense as something 
the small libraries and the librarians of 
those libraries could do. 

Mr. Brown called the Council’s attention 
to the great amount of work which the 
President and the Executive Secretary had 
done in connection with the library in the 
national defense program. 


INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 


The Executive Secretary called attention 
to that part of the report of the President 
and the Executive Secretary (which may be 
found on page 61) dealing with international 
relations, and introduced Ellsworth Young, 
the executive assistant to the Books for 
Europe Project. 

Council’s attention was called to the sec- 
tion of the report dealing with Latin 
America. Dr. Rodolfo O. Rivera, executive 
assistant to the Committee on Library Co- 
operation with Latin America, was pre- 
sented. 

The two final items in the report were 
pointed out. In relation to book campaigns, 
the Executive Secretary announced the crea- 
tion of a Committee on Aid to Devastated 
Libraries, with a view to setting aside books 
to be held for devastated libraries and 
shipped after the war. 


THE LipRARY—194I 


It was voted to adopt the policy statement 
as read by Mary U. Rothrock (published on 
page 5 of the January Bulletin). 


SUMMARY STATEMENT 


Prefacing his summary with some impres- 
sions, Ralph A. Ulveling, associate librarian, 
Detroit Public Library, commented on the 
immensity of the program now under way. 
He emphasized that all libraries have a part 
in it—special libraries, college libraries, 
school libraries, and public libraries. 

Mr. Ulveling called attention to the 
dangers inherent in any program of so varied 
a nature and to the safeguards already set 
up—adequate delegation of responsibility, 
and central coordination for the whole pro- 
gram of activities. 


In a review of the work being done, he 
stated that the program for 1941 is and 
should be directed toward making available 
and converting into active use the materials 
of print. Three divisions of the work were 
outlined: research, furthering of industrial 
training, and the extension of knowledge. 

Several areas in the furthering of democ- 
racy were touched upon, and the place of the 
small library in the work was stressed. 

He presented a challenge to libraries in 
the present situation to prove that they are 
an essential service so that their place in 
the post-war depression world will be as- 
sured. 


COMMITTEE ON DIVISIONAL RELATIONS 


On a motion by Harold Brigham, chair- 
man of the committee, Council voted to 
grant divisional status to the Catalog Sec- 
tion as the Division of Cataloging and Classi- 
fication. 


Discussion Groups 
(Continued from page 77) 


Course of Study on Consumers’ Coopera- 
tion, Minnesota State Department of 
Education. 

While this course of study was pre- 
pared primarily for use in schools it is 
equally applicable for discussion groups. 

Cooperatives—a Discussion Program, by 
R. Goslin. 

For use with the Headline Book Co- 
operatives, published by the Foreign 
Policy Association. 

Questions Facing the Consumer, by Ben- 
son Y. Landis. 

Prepared by a well known author of 
cooperative pamphlets and articles. 
Seeking a New World Through Coopera- 

tives, by Carl R. Hutchinson. 
Intended especially for religious groups. 

The Cooperative Primer, by R. A. Power. 
Written by a Wisconsin high-school 
professor for both school and adult dis- 
cussion-group use. 








THE POST 


Communications to or from A.L.A. Members 


Library Discounts 
To THE EpITor: 


Through the efforts of several librarians 
in New Jersey, and with the support of 
the New Jersey Library Association, the 
New Jersey State Fair Trade Act has been 
amended so that the non-profit making li- 
braries of the state are now exempt from 
the provisions of that act. The bill was 
signed by Governor Moore on December 
16 and took effect immediately. 

The list of states with exemptions for 
libraries is growing. “There are now four 
such states: Minnesota, New Jersey, New 
York, and North Carolina. Added to these 
are four states without fair trade acts: Dela- 
ware, Missouri, Texas, and Vermont. Pub- 
lishers are not permitted to restrict discounts 
to libraries in these eight states. 

It is to be hoped that in the not too dis- 
tant future more states will have exemp- 
tions for libraries. Our committee stands 
ready to give any possible assistance that 
may be necessary to secure such protection 
of library interests. 

LAWRENCE HeEyt, Chairman 
A.L.A. Special Committee on 
Relations with Publishers 


A Tale of Ducks 


To THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 

Thank you for your letter of November 
19 containing the item about our poster with 
pictures of ducks. I hope our friends who 
saw the first story will have an opportunity 
to see the second one. (This refers to the 
United Press story of November 8 which 
ran: “The New Orleans Public Library’s 
record for accuracy was shot full of holes 
today. The library put up a poster urging 
sportsmen to hunt more. The poster showed 
a man shooting a wood duck, one of the two 


species that Louisiana Conservation Depart- 
ment regulations forbid killing.”) For on 
November 13 the United Press night news- 
paper wire ran the following: 

“City librarian John Hall Jacobs tonight 
gave the bird to would-be duck critics. 

“The critics chuckled a few days ago when 
the New Orleans Public Library put up a 
poster showing a man shooting a duck. They 
said it was a wood duck, therefore pro- 
tected by law at all times. 

“Jacobs insisted the bird was an American 
Golden Eye duck, therefore a legal target. 
Stanley Arthur, who wrote Birds of Louisi- 
ana, saw the poster today and announced 
that Jacobs was right.” 

Since our staff’s reputation for accuracy 
is at stake, we all join in asking the Bulletin 
to run the correction. 

JoHN Hatt Jacoss, Librarian 
New Orleans Public Library 


Fellowships for Librarians 
To THE EpIror: 


I wish to call to the attention of the li- 
brarians of the country the fellowships of- 
fered by the Graduate School of Yale 
University in the Division of General 
Studies. 

This division was established in 1934-35 
to provide opportunities for advanced study 
cutting across departmental lines. It is in- 
tended for people engaged in expert service 
which calls for training beyond that offered 
by the usual college curriculum and yet 
different from that leading to the doctorate 
or the master’s degree. Libraries and mu- 
seums of art, public forums, and extension 
work in public school systems represent the 
outstanding fields of work to which the fel- 
lowships apply. 

The Division of General Studies is offer- 


ing a number of fellowships for the academic 
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year 1941-42, several of which are available 
for members of the library profession. The 
program of study does not offer any training 
in technical library work. The fellowships 
are designed to enable men and women, al- 
ready technically competent, to devote them- 
selves for the year to studies ranging beyond 
the limits of a single department, but having 
an organic relation to their careers. 

All inquiries and requests for application 
blanks should be addressed to Miss Mar- 
garet C. Stahl, Registrar, Graduate School, 
Yale University, New Haven, Conn. Ap- 
plications close March 1. 

BERNHARD KNOLLENBERG, Librarian 
Yale University Library 


News from England 


To THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 


Many thanks for your extremely inter- 
esting letter and cutting of October 24. I 
ought to have written to you earlier and 
feel very guilty about not having done so, 
but perhaps the explanation will help you 
to forgive me. Towards the end of Sep- 
tember a good deal more damage was done 
in the near vicinity of Chaucer House and 
it seemed advisable to send out of London 
such work as the organization of examina- 
tions, etc., so we took advantage of the 
opportunity of accommodation in Cornwall 
to send some of the staff and records into 
relative safety. At the end of the month 
the Council met and decided that it would 
be better for the rest of the work to go 
away also. We feel in many ways very 
unhappy at what might seem to be a deser- 
tion from the front line, but the fact of 
the matter is that many Government De- 
partments and other bodies with whom we 
normally maintain contact have themselves 
left London and it is the policy of the Gov- 
ernment to diminish as far as possible the 
population of London in order to relieve 
transport both of persons to and from their 
work and of foodstuffs and other necessities. 
I expect to be going up to town fairly fre- 
quently to continue such contacts as are 
still there and it must be admitted that it 
would not help our cause to lose all our 
staff and archives, and even if this extreme 
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fate did not overtake us there have been a 
good many unexploded bombs which have 
the effect of preventing access to one’s 
premises for several days at a time. 

I cannot at the moment attempt to give 
you much of a picture of our library services 
in wartime except to say that where Lon- 
don libraries have been damaged remark- 
able efforts have been made with success 
to get an emergency service going again 
within a matter of a few hours. Arrange- 
ments are also in hand to provide reading 
matter for those who spend the night in 
shelters. The raids begin as soon as dark- 
ness falls and thus the worker has no time 
between leaving work and going to the 
shelter to go to the public library to get 
himself a book. There is now a period of 
some four hours between entering the shel- 
ter and settling down to sleep for the night, 
so efforts of all kinds, including adult edu- 
cation classes, are being made to fill the gap. 
We are proposing that collections of six- 
penny books should be placed in the shelters 
under the supervision of a volunteer and 
changed round from time to time. There 
will of course be considerable wasteage but 
as the service will be under the supervision 
of a library staff (over-worked as they are) 
it gives an opportunity to establish contact 
and the machinery for getting better books 
for those who need them. 

Our own examinations will be held in 
December as usual but we are splitting up 
the larger centres so that there will not 
be too many candidates congregated in any 
one place. The entry is about half the 
normal entry, which under the circumstances 
must be regarded as a very healthy sign. 
The army authorities are entirely sympa- 
thetic to all young students not only in 
librarianship but for the other professions 
and they not only give leave or make other 
arrangements for candidates to sit examina- 
tions but give facilities for correspondence 
courses as well as the more general oral 
classes and discussion groups. 

There is no doubt that the spirit of the 
people everywhere in England is magnificent, 
even in those places which have been most 
heavily damaged. 

P. S. J. Wetsrorp, Secretary 
The Library Association 








